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"Is This to Be the Glory of Our Brave Men?":
The New Mexico Civil War Journal and Letters
of Dr. Henry Jacob "Hal" Hunter
EDITED BY

JERRY THOMPSON

INTRODUCTION

Not until the approach of the Civil War centennial did any serious
scholarship appear on the war in New Mexico Territory. Major studies,
as expected, concentrated on the grandiose and ill-fated Confederate
invasion of 1861-1862. 1 Just before the centennial and in the decades
that followed, biographers chronicled the Union and Confederate commanders of the two armies, respectively Edward R. S. Canby and Henry
Hopkins Sibley, as well as many of their subordinates. 2 Even more
impressive are several thoroughly researched books on the pivqtal battles of Valverde and Glorieta and two superb studies of southern objectives that detail the dramatic failure of the Confederate Army of New
Mexico to create an empire in the remote Southwest) Moreover, since
1960, over twenty journal articles have discussed everything from
whether the retreating Federals from Fort Fillmore had whiskey in their
canteens prior to their surrender at St. Augustine Pass in July 1861, to
exactly who guided the "Pikes Peakers" to destroy the Rebel supply
train in the depths of Apache Canyon during the Battle of Glorieta. 4
Letters, diaries, journals and memoirs from soldiers on both sides have
also appeared in print. s
One unique journal is that of a Confederate assistant surgeon in the
Seventh Regiment of the Sibley Brigade, Dr. Henry Jacob Hunter, a
twenty-four-year-old physician in the Anderson County Buckhunters
from Palestine, Texas. 6 From the time Hunter left his home in Palestine
in the autumn of 1861 until the demoralized Texans limped back into
Jerry Thompson, dean of the College of Arts and Humanities at Texas A & M
International University at Laredo, is an' authority on the Civil War in the Southwest
and on the Texas-Mexico border, His Texas and New Mexico on the Eve ofthe Civil War
is due out from the University of New Mexico Press in early spring 2001.
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,Dr. Henry Jacob "Hal" Hunter. (Photograph courtesy Museum for East
Texas Culture, Palestine,)
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the Mesilla Valley in the summer of 1862, he daily recorded his thoughts
in pencil in a small three-inch-by-five-inch leather-bound pocket journal.
Hunter's reflections on the lengthy 652~mi1e march from San Antonio to
El Paso and his sobering impressions of the bloody Battle ofValverde are
similar to what other young Texans recorded. His journal entries covering the fifty-five days he spent at the Socorro Hospital, however, recall
events not covered by other Texans. During the New Mexico campaign,
Dr. Hunter also wrote several letters to a friend in Palestine, Justina "Jettie"
Word, whose young brother, Jack, was in the same company as Hunter.
Four of Hunter's letters to Jettie survive as does one to his hometown
newspaper, the Palestine Advocate. While in many instances his correspondence reflects the content of his journal entries, it also sheds additional light on details regarding the war in New Mexico Territory.
Evidently trying to impress Jettie, whom he would wed a few months
after the war, Hunter appeared literate far more in his letters than in his
journal. His journal entries, hurried and fragmented,contain misspellings
and poor punctuation perhaps indicative of a fatigued soldier on the
march struggling to write in remote campsites under difficult circum-"
stances, but his letters are polished and well written, and his thoughts,
refined. In fact, his letters are so well written that he may have had assis- ,"
tance. In these letters, Hunter often quotes well-known verses of poetry
and occasionally provides a few lines of his own.
Similar to other young Texans in the Army of New Mexico and
reflecting the racial attitudes of the. times, Hunter looked down on the
Hispanic population of the territory. This attitude was also evident in
his comments on the "Yanks," whom he referred to as "Abs" or abolitionists. One exception was Col. Christopher "Kit" Carson, noted scout
and frontiersman, who commanded the First New Mexico Volunteer
Infantry. After Hunter was taken prisoner at Socorro, a compassionate
Carson gave him a mule as well as a hunting knife, an object the young
physician would prize for the remainder of his life. 7 Hunter would
always credit Carson's commiseration to their Masonic brotherhood.
Henry Jacob Hunter was born in Summerville, Georgia, on 11
March 1838. He was the son of David Clark Hunter and Achsah
Macrae. 8 At the age of nine his parents brought him to the verdant environment of Palestine, Texas, a small community on the edge of the
Piney Woods. Here, Hunter was raised in the large three-story Hunter
House on Courthouse" Square, the first and most impressive hostelry in
the community.9 At the Hunter House, the young boy came to know
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some ofthe great men of Texas history such as Sam Houston, Mirabeau
B. Lamar, Thomas J. Rusk, and James P. Henderson. In Palestine,
Hunter received a rudimentary education including Latin and Greek,
and, in 1855, went to study medicine in New Orleans. lO On the eve of
the Civil War, at the age of twenty-two, he received his medical degree.
Theophilus Noel, in Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi,
remembered Hunter as untiring and indefatigable, as well as courteous
and tenderhearted. 11 Fellow soldiers would recall him as the "handsomest man in Sibley's Brigade."12
After the disastrous New Mexico campaign, Hunter served honorably with the Sibley Brigade at Galveston on 1 January 1863, when the
Confederates retook the city. He also witnessed the drudgery and horror of two years of fighting in Louisiana, often severing arms and legs
at an appalling rate in makeshift field hospitals following battles at
Bisland, Donaldsonville, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Blair's Landing,
Monett's Ferry, Mansura, and Yellow Bayou. 13
After the war he returned home to Palestine to wed Civil War sweetheart Jettie, the daughter ofT. J. Word, a prominent Palestine attorney who
represented Anderson County in the 1861 Texas Secession Convention.
Two daughters, Mary Achsah and Julia Anna, and a son, Henry, were
born of the marriage. 14 In the decades after the war Hunter served as
Anderson County health officer, president of the Palestine School Board,
and worked as a physician for the Missouri Pacific Railroad and later for
the International and Great Northern. ls Hunter also organized the
Medical Society of Anderson County, became co-owner of and editorial
writer for the weekly Palestine Advocate, was active in the Episcopal
Church, published his poetry in a number of Texas newspapers, promoted the Patrons of Husbandry, and found time to attend annual gatherings
of the Sibley Brigade. Hunter died in Palestine at the age of fifty on 4
May 1888. 16 Only his hometown newspaper noted that he passed away at
his home on Rusk StreetY What follows are the journal and letters of Dr.
Henry Jacob Hunter, a young Texan caught up in the seCtional frenzy of
the Civil War and the sobering expenditure of human blood and vitality
that was the disastrous Confederate invasion of New Mexico Territory in
1861-1862.
I have retained Dr. Hunter's erratic spelling, format, and dates as
they appear in the original leather-bound journal in the Hunter Papers
at the Museum of East Texas Culture in Palestine, Texas, and in type-
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The Confederate Advance and Retreat, New Mexico Territory, JanuaryApril 1862. (Map by John V. Cutter.)
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script form at the Center for the Study of American History at the
University of Texas in Austin. The origin of the poetry in Hunter's letters is unknown.

JOURNAL

Tuesday, Oct. 15 th 1861

Left Palestine in company with R. W. Willett and J. W. Taylor. 18
Overtook company at Bonner Ferry. 19 Wagon had been broken down.
Encamped that knight at Col. R. M. Bonner's plantation. No charge
for forage.
Wednesday, Oct. 16 th 1861

Traveled three miles beyond Fairfield. 20 Encamped at Dr.
Milner's plantation. Charged for forage.
Thursday, Oct. 17th 1861

Encamped at Sulphur Springs three miles beyond Springfield. 21
No charge for forage given to us by Mr. Strong.
Friday, Oct. 18th 1861

Encamped at Olivers Ranch 17 miles from Waco. No charge for
forage,
Saturday, Oct. 19 th 1861

Encamped beyond Waco one mile. Forage given to us by Capt.
Ross the great Indian fighter. 22
Sunday, Oct. 20 th 1861

Encamped on cow buyou 18 miles beyond Waco. 23
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Monday, Oct. 21 st 1861
Encamped on the Leon River 1 mile from Belton.24
Tuesday, Oct. 22 nd 1861
Passing through Belton. We crossed the Nolens River 4 miles from
Belton. 25 We crossed the Lampasas River 9 miles from B.26 We crossed
the Salado were there is a village of the same name pronounced
Salow. 27
Wednesday, Oct. 23 rd 1861
We camped on Berry's Creek 5 miles from Georgetown. 28
Thursday, Oct. 24 th 1861
We camped on Walnut Creek 8 miles from Austin.2 9 Passed through
Georgetown.
Friday, Oct. 25 th 1861
We camped 8 miles beyond A.
Saturday, Oct. 26th 1861
We pass Manshack all a beautiful and picturesque country.30 The
people here have great numbers of stock of all Kinds. Sheep without
number. I am told that near half of them are owned by northern men.
There are very fine springs on the road from Waco to this point.
After passing Leon River all streams are swift running and very
clear watered. The country beyond Austin is decidedly the best I have
seen in Texas. It is very thickly settled with wealthy men. Here are a
great many more slaves through this country than you have any idea of.
Sunday, Oct. 27th 1861
Encamped on the Blanco 26 miles from Austin. 3]
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Monday, Oct. 28 th 1861
Encamped on the Guadalupe a beautiful christal stream. Above the
crossing of the road, there is small cascade of solid rock. 32

Tuesday, Oct. 29 th 1861
Cibillo encamped on pronounced (Cewillow).33

Wednesday, Oct. 30 th 1861
Encamped on the Salado near the encampment of the Brigade. 34
Remained there two days. Mustered in on the 1st day of Nov. Horses
and arms valued today the 4 th . Johnnis horse and arms-.
My horse and arms $305.00. $150 for horse.
On the Salado 7 miles east of San Antonio.
Left camp Pickett on Thursday, Nov. 28 th . Camped 7 miles weston
the Leon. 35 Remained there 3 days. Took up line of march on 2nd Dec.
Passing over a beautiful country a distance of9 miles to Adams Springs. 36
Morning of 3rd traveled 18 miles encamping on the Hondo 11 miles
from Castroville. 37 Passing over fine country. Crossing the Madina at
Castroville a little Dutch town on the west side. 38 It is the co. sete of
Madina Co. On the 4 th we traveled 25 miles still over the prettiest country in the world, water very good and plenty. Distance from Castroville
to D'Hanis 20 miles.
D'Hanis is a Dutch town in Madina CO.39
2 miles west of D'Hanis is the Saco River. 40
2 miles far[t]her is the Commanche Creek place of encampment.
On the 5th we traveled some 8 or 9 miles and rested on the Sabinal a
stream of fine water. 41 Took up the march and encamped 2 miles beyond
the Sabinal in the open prarie with no water save what we carried in canteens and a few kegs.
Grass fine in the valleys. No water between the Sabinal and Rio
Freo save one pond about 1Yz miles from the Sabina1. 42 Road rough.
On the 6th we passed over a rough rocky road to the Rio Frio, 13
miles, a stream of fine water where we encamped. Grass good.
6 miles from Rio Frio to Uvalde. 43
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On the 7th we took up the line of march over as fine a country as
there is in the State. Grass good, passed through the town of Uvalde.
The inhabitants are mostly Americans though some Irish and a few
Dutch. Water good. Crossed the Nueces. 44 Small at this part 9 miles
from Uvalde. Water fine and rocks of the size of a hen's egg without
number in the bed of the river.
From the Nueces to the Turkey Creek, 12 miles. 45
Encamped one mile beyond. Good grass and fine musquiet timber.
Land the best I have seen since we left old Anderson.
On the 8th we passed over a rough rocky and chaparrel country 8
miles and camped on Turkey Creek. Grass fine on the west side to the
left of the road (south) about .one mile from the creek.
On the 9th we took up the line of march for Elm creek 13 miles distant. Grass between the two, good. Wood very scarce.
On the lOth we set out for the Padras Pintos a fine stream of clear
and good water. 46 Passed through Ft. Clark at 11 0'clock. 47 A very
pretty little place on the Los Moros, a stream of fine water and plenty
grass very fine on either side of the fort. There are.one hundred soldiers
stationed at the fort. Camped tonight one mile west of the Padras Pintas.
Grass good and plenty, wood plenty.
11 th we then marched to the Sicamore 12 miles. 48 Grass bad. Water'
on the Sicamore fine. W. L. Robinson was here court marshaled for
nothing and given a dishonorable discharge. Willet and Moore for mutinous conduct. 49
At noon 12th we left. We rested on the San Phillippi above the
springs 12 miles distant, grass good south of the road. 50 Also water
plenty on the down side of the road. Traveled 2 mils and camped in
chapparell thicket. No grass or wood. Mountain in Mexico visible at the
Sicamore, traveled in sight of them a day and a half.

We traveled 14 miles crossing (Devil's River) Rio Diablo at 10
o'clock, the country broken and rough on both sides. 51 We wind down
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a declivity into deep ravine then ascend a steep rocky ascent, then down
into another and up again until we sudenly come upon the prettiest,
clearest stream of water in this western country. Its banks are solid rock
rising to a height of 100 feet above the surface of the water. The bed of
the creek is solid rock. The water is swift and clear as chrystal and is
over fifty yards in width. Standing in the ford of the river you may see
a half dozen or more rock bound gaps looking like huge openings to
some mammoth chasm. The very place where one would look and wonder at the works of nature, until the physical man would be exhausted
and yet never quite satisfied. Beyond the river is the reck of an old stone
house. I suppose was once a stage stand. About one mile beyond the
river is a cave, on the left of the road and close to it. I of course looked
through it. The entrance chamber resembles the dome of a huge building, arched most beautifully in solid rock and spotted over with many
an adventurers name in pencil and charcoal. The next and inner chamber is a narrow deep and dark chasm of which I could know nothing
although I used every means. Is it called Painted Cave. 52 It would afford
a good shelter from a norther or a snow storm or rain.

We traveled over a broken rocky and barren country and we
camped near the California Springs.53 No water in them. Grass bad.
Today I was transferred to the surgeon's tent on extra duty as an assistant. From the San Pedro to the springs 17 miles.

We traveled over a still more broken rocky and mountainous country, 16 miles to Camp Hudson on Devils River supposed to be the same
we crossed on the 13 th (the San Pedro).54

We left Hudson and traveled 12 miles crossing Devils now five
times. High mountains of rock and no vegitation on them. Grass very
bad. Passed over mountains for the last three days. Camped 12 miles
from Hudson.
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Travelled up the vally Siempre Vivia of Devils River to Beaver
Lake. 55 Grass very good.
Distance from Hudson 20 mile. Arrived at Beaver Lake at noon.
Remained there until noon next day.

At 2 0' clock we took up a long and dry march of 70 miles with but
one spring of water which is 40 miles from the lake. Travelled til 2
o'clock at night-rested a few hours and again took up the march and
arrived at Howard Springs at about 2 o'clock on the 19th .56 Camped 12
miles beyond on the high prairie.

-We again moved passing over a rough road with good grass to
Camp Lancaster on Live Oak Creek and one mile from the Pecos nearest point.5? We camped 3 miles above the fort and rested 4 days 21-2223-24.

We again took up the line of march past through Camp L. Crossed
the Pecos 4 miles beyond and travelled up on the west bank to Pecos
Springs. 58 Having travelled 12 or 15 miles we encamped 1 mile beyond.

A glorious nother blows this morning, only traveled 10 miles.
Camped on the bank of the Pecos a nasty filthy dirty muddy salty little
stream. The water is not so bad to drink but acts on the bowels. Grass
not very good.

Slept under our Sibley.tent last night.
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27th [sic]

Camped at the riffles. 59 Did not suffer from cold although it sleeted a little. Took up the march up the Pecos Valey 10 miles and struck
camp. Not a tree is [in] sight not a bush save the little thorns or brires
that seem only to flourish in this wild rocky region. Still among mountains. Grass not good. Wood very scarce have to pick up little brush and
dig up roots.

We again moved on traveling 14 miles and camped 8 miles from
the Pecos which stream we now leave. Our road is now very good if it
were not for the dust. Grass very good for the season. Water salty and
sulphuruous and very scarce.

We marched over the beautiful valey of the Escondido, a salty
stream of very little water. A distance of 12 miles and camped where
there was very little wood and grass. The wood we used for cooking
was roots and a weed which bums like oil either green or dry and makes
a very brilliant light.
30th

We marched up the Escondido Valey a distance of two miles and
rested at the springs by same name. 60 This is a romantic place. Once in
time it was a battleground between the Spaniards and Commanche
Indians. About 300 years ago a Spanish general with 300 men, was
traveling through this wild waste enrout for New Orleans with a large
amount of silver and encamped at these springs. The Commanchies
espying them made an attack with several thousands. Killing all save
one Spanish gen. who made his escape and was afterwards shot in
Coahula for his cowardice. The Spanish had possession of the springs
and the rocky bluff on the north when they threw up fortifications of
large rock to shield them from the arrows of their natural enemies. 61
Still those heeps of rocks mark the spot, although many have been
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moved. The Indians attacked them from all sides from the hills on the
north and west and the beautiful valey on the south and east. Only a few
years ago 7 men of a party of California gold hunters were found dead
and scalped at these springs. The word Escandido means secret, hidden.
Made the encampment 8 miles beyond.
31 st

Took up the line of march 13 miles and camped at Ft. Stockton. 62
Rested here one day.
1 st January [1862J

Dr. Cunningham took feed at the Ft. and smiled and that deeply, if
Sunday egg knog and brandy straight are counted. 63 And the Dr. Millers
whiskey.64

Took up the line of march. Travelled 9 mile[s] and encamped at the
Leon Hole where Cunningham looked for old Hoffmann with his mule.
but he come nary time gist. 65 Grass good this side.

We came 13 miles over a beautiful high rolling country on a 40
miles stretch without water. Grass fine, land good if ever it would
rain. No wood, nothing to bum but weeds.

Traveled 28 miles still over a high lovely country. Grass good. No
wood, nor water and camped, Varela springs. 66
5 th

We traveled 10 miles over a rough and broken country and
camped in a beautiful valley at the beginning of the wild rose pass. 67
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We traveled 16 miles up the Limpia a beautiful stream hemmed in
on either side with high cliffs of rock covered with trees of cedar and
live oak and cottonwood. Passing through the W. Rose pass the sun is
truly magnificent. Mountains of rock a half mile in and almost perpendicular overhang the road on either side while here and there stood
an old cedar whose branches over hang the road and stream (for we
crossed the stream 10 or 12 times). In some places for miles the channel is through solid rock and water as clear and pure as the limpid
drop that sombre night sheds upon this thirsty earth. Camped 3 miles
east of Ft. Davis. 68

Rested one day waiting for Hoffman to come up. Went up to the
Ft. A beautiful place situated in a lovely valley of live oak and cedar,
high mountains of rock on the N.E. and S.W. overlooking the Ft. It is
one of the prettiest places I have seen for a residence in time of peace
but not suited as a fortification, as an enemy could easily overpower
twice their number in the fort, as would have possession ofthese cliffs
of rock.

At 2 P.M. we took up the line of march. Over a high open country:
mountains not so high nor such deep gaps and passes, large towns of
prairie dogs. From Davis 22 miles to water, grass good save in these dogs
town where there is none as they subsist alone on grass. Travel till 11 at
night and camped in a hollow with good grass and wood and no water.
But were prevented from getting a sufficient quantity either of them.
Former as Capt. Jordan the officer of the day was drunk and posted the
sentinels so near the encampment as to require that all the horses should
be tied up with half rope. 69 He also gave the sentinels orders to shoot anyone who tried to pass in or out without the countersign. All this was done
with out the sounding of a single bugle or in any other way giving notice
to the command. They were even instructed to stop the train. There was
a great many called at the Ft. and were behind with the wagons.
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Took up the march passing "Los Barelos" or Barrel Springs about 2~
miles from last nights encampment. 70 But little water. Travelled 14 miles
further over a rough countty and camped at La Merto or Dead Mans
Hole, water good but very little. 71

Laid over here to await Capt Hoffman who come up in the eavening
with only a part of the horses and mules. No orders to prepare for a night
march.
11 th

Took up the line of march and come 8 or 10 miles on the new road
to water. Rested a few hours. Took up the march at 8 o'clock and traveled
20 miles and made a dry camp. Grass not very good no wood.

Began the march at an early hour passing over a magnificent vally
of fine land and good grass. No wood nor water. Travelled about 25
miles and found good water in the mountains.
13 th

Rested. Sent out Lieut. Thurman with 10 men to hunt water. 72
Wrote last night by moonlight.

Took up the line of march at sunrise, for Eagle Springs as Thurman
had followed a new road there and sent us back information. 73 At noon
we arrived at the spring's and found but little water although Lieut. T
had dammed up the stream.
Sutton would persist in staying there a day that is from noon to
noon. The consequence was the horses of the command were without
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water 48 hours. Grass not good. Wood .scarce. Used the magay as fuel.
There are fine forests of this growth. It is said this plant is very useful
as there is a fine beer and liquors made from the juice. The fibers of the
leaf furnish the finest rope and bagging and thread. The new road is a
humbug. Damn Mr. Dunn.74

At 12Yz 0' clock we took up the line of march passing through a beautiful valley of fine land and good grass but no wood save the magay of
which there are large forests. And camped 16 miles from Eagle Springs
in a beautiful valley. Wood plenty and grass good.

Left camp at daylight "mirabili dictu" the first time since we left
San Antonio. 75 After traveling 16 miles at noon we come in sight of
"The Great River of the North."76 This evening we are encamped on its
bank for the first time. I have the pleasure of seeing the sun slowly sink
behind the hills of the unsettled republic and his departing rays linger
and play upon this summit.
17th

Early this morning we passed through Ft. Quitman on the bank of
the river. 77 Camped a few hundred yards above. W~nt over into Mexico
and grazed our horses. Had a fine time. Grass good. Water mudy.
Traveled 5 miles.

Travelled about 16 miles up the river and camped at a stage stand. 78
Grass good the gamma grass, wood plenty.

Travelled 10 miles. Camped on the river.
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Going 10 miles further we come to Smith's ranch. 79 There we got
com, no grass. There are a few whites and Mexicans living there. On
the opposite side of the river is the little town San Ignatia.
21 st

Leaving Smith ranch we come 10 miles and camped on a small
slough.

Made the acquaintance of Dr. Covey Surgeon General. so Who is a
fine gentleman. Vaccinated the whole command this morning. Marched
7 or 8 miles. Camped on the river. Sent one of the sick on to the fort.
Dr. Cunningham went with him. Leaving me in charge of the command. Dr. Covey left us this morning for the fort again.

Today we moved about 5 miles and encamped within Yz miles of
San Eleazario a little Mexican town. S! Nothing but com to feed on.
Camped 2 miles beyond.

Passed through Socaro another Mexican town. S2 Travelled 8 miles
and passed through near Isleta, Mexican town. S3

Passed through settlements all day. Ft. Blys is a beautiful place. S4
Franklin is still more so. The latter is 2 miles above the former. Camped
4 miles above'the fort. Travelled today 8 miles.
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Laid over today 5 miles above Bliss.

Left this morning early for Ft. Thorn (90 miles).85 I was called back
to the commissaries train to see a sick man. Went over into El Paso yesterday. Drank some of the delicious native wine. It is a beautiful place.
We travelled 15 miles today and camped at a salt branch. Grass bad,
road for the first 6 or 8 miles very rough. The remainder over beautiful
valley land. Wood sufficent for camp.

Travelled today over a beautiful valley road, into Arizona. 86 This
distance for the day about 16 miles. No grass. Wood scarce (roots).
Camped on the river. Met McGill Mallard. 87

Valey still. Passed through Ft. Fillmore and camped about 2 miles
beyond. 88 Got hay, but have but very little com. No grass. Met several
of the boys today.

30 th
Sawall the boys at Masilla. 89 Marched today about 4 miles and
camped 1 mile above Las Cruses a Mexican town. 90 A few C soldiers
are here sick. Masilla is avery pretty town. The buildings however are
characteristic of the country.
Doby, with one exception, a large two story brick on the pIazza
which is the capitol building. There are 8 or 10 white families. The rest
Mexicans of low class.

31 st
Passed through Don Anna and camped a few miles beyond. 91
Nothing of interest today. Very cold wind strong and from the north
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which is new. For the last three weeks nothing but a west wind has
blown. Pacific.
Feb. ]St

Traveled about ten miles. Passed through Don Anna and camped 4
miles above. No grass and but little wood. Country beautiful. Valley
lands. No corn. Fed on musquite beans. Cold some indications of snow.

This morning it is snowing, a very little but the sun is shining.
Traveled about 8 miles and made a dry camp about 6 miles from the
San Diago crossing of the river. 92 Had good grass. Gramma but little
wood. Still very cold west wind.
3 rd

Crossed the Rio Grande. The command was stoped and the train
was crossed by double teams on account of quick sand. Detained three
hours. Camped about 8 miles this side. The mail here overtook us.
4 th Monday

Come up with the General at Ft. Thorn coralled the command for
the staff to review. Gen. Said we were in better plight both men and
horses than any other that had come through. Our horses looked better
than those that had rested here a month. Camped 4 miles above. Grass
good on the hills water a little salty.
5 th Tuesday

Rested here today. Wind blows a strong blast from the west and
very cold. Snow caped mountains are visible though 60 miles distant. 93
But little sickness in our command though many are in the hospital of
the 1st and 2nd Reg. Sick of small pox and pneumonia. Ft. Thorn is an
old abandoned post built of adoby, which are sun baked bricks. It is a
very unhealthy place. Frost in spring and summer so much so that for
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years it has been abandoned. Above the post a few miles was once a
flourishing Mexican town which now is in ruins, deserted on account
of the sickness.
The mounted men go on from here to Craig while those that have
lost their horses are left at the Ft. with a Lieut. In command. 94
All the spye companies are in. Nothing very certain can be ascertained of the force at Craig. Two Pueblo Indians, raised from childhood by Col. McGofin are still out reconourting the country about
Craig and above. 95
Wednesday Feb. 6 th [18J62

No movement today. Wind still blows very hard from the west and
very cold. Nothing of interest today.
Friday Feb. 7th 1862

Snowed a little last night not sufficient to cover the ground. However
still very cold wind from the west equally as hard. Went down to the post,
don't like our staff and Gen. much. Too much drunknesss among them.
Come back a little unwell from cold. Wind not so hard but still from the
west.
Saturday Feb. 8 th 1862

Very sick last night. Drank a pint of pepper tea. This morning well.
Masonic Lodge meets tonight in the 1st Reg. Can't go down.
Nothing new today. Wind not from the west today. A light breeze
from the south. Not so cold today.
Sunday Feb. 9 th 1862

Take up the march today for Alamosa the place of concentration. 96
30 miles from Craig. We hear today from some 7 gamblers who were
ordered away from Santa Fee that the force at Craig was near 4000. 97
Kit Carson come down from Abakirque to Craig and gave up his Reg
saying he would not fight as he had two bros. in this Brig. 98 They are
not here. A Mexican escaped from Craig and on his way to Donna Anna
where his family are confirms the above.
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Today at noon the two Indians passea- up on-their retTIrn-tefTnom. Of course we heard nothing from them. They are from an old and partialy civilized tribe who up to within a few years ago kept a fire burning in their temple. They claimed to be the only true descendants of
Montizuma's tribe. They all look to the east at sunrise for the return of
Montizuma. They are as far advanced in the arts almost as we are. A
number of the towns on the river are their building. These still look for
the coming of Montizuma. Camped on the river 10 miles above.
Monday Feb 10th 1862
Traveled about 10 miles. Camped on the river. Grass good all along
the river on the hill that form its banks. Pleasant today. Wind from the
north though.
Tuesday Feb 11 th 1862 .
Today very pleasant. Wind still from the north. Passed over a rough
road. Small spurs of the mountains. Sand deep rockplenty. Some cedar
timber. Cottonwood is our fewel. Traveled 12 miles camped on the
river. Grass bad. Our smoke was the camp of Baylor's Reg. Today two
eagles followed our column. Col. and myself both spoke of it as an
omen recognized by the ancients.
Thursday Feb 13 th
Traveled about 10 miles and waited for the waggons, 4 miles beyond
Alamosa a little Mexican town almost deserted. Some of the sick of the
2nd Reg. Are left here. A courrier met us at this place from Col. Green
with orders to push on. 99 His sentinels were driven in last night. They had
passed the pickets of the Yanks and were in five miles of the fort. We
move from here in a few hours. Our Col. Sent back to Col. Scurry of the
1st Reg. to hasten on. We leave the waggons. Another courier comes. We
march at sundown.
.
Friday Feb 14 th 1862
Last night we slept out with but few blankets. Some snow fell not
very cold. Thursday the Yanks camped about 5 miles above us 1000
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strong. This morning Lt. Col. Sutton, Col. Green and Maj. Lockridge
with five companies went out on the scout. The Yanks had gone in. Lt.
Col. Sutton haulted a Lieut. and 20 Mexicans today and took them prisoners getting 21 guns and one six shooter. Our scout went within three
miles of Craig and saw the forces mustered out. This is their story. Sent
out an reconoiters. They come within 8 or 9 miles of our camp when L.
Col. Sutton who was in advance got from them the following: There are
3000 volunteers and 1200 regulars. The prisoners say they were forced
to join them. They were told that the Texians were coming to murder all
both men women and children. They will probably be sent back. I deem
it a bad move.
Feb Saturday 15 th

Moved forward about 10 miles. Camped in a beautiful valey. Grass
good. Spyes out all day.
Sunday 16 Feb 1862

Were ordered out on the field today with the expectation of having
a muss. The Gen come back drunk. Col. Green was in command.
Nothing done. All a perfect farce. Come a part of the way back and
camped. There were several shots exchanged. Five company of the
Yanks made a faint on our left firing one round which was returned by
one of our companies. Several of officers of the Yanks and of our command exchanged shots. One horse on our side was wounded. One saddle among the Yanks left the field empty.
Every party sent from the fort against us was run back until the pursuing party were in range of their guns of the Ft. Fitzhugh shot several
very close shots. IOO Several also fell close to him. One of the balls he
picked up.
I was in the field as a surgeon.
Monday 17th Feb

Nothing done today. Moved up 5 or 6 miles. Companies were sent
out to run some Yanky scouts in which they did in short order.
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Tuesday Feb. 18th 1862

Rested today. Nothing strange. Scouts still out. We cross the river
tomorrow and try to invest the fort and gain some important points.
Today I am given the appointment of asst. Surg. Tom Ochletree got it
for me without an intimation from me. 101
Wednesday Feb. 19th 1862

Today we crossed the river. Col. Sutton and command with Teels
artillery in the van marched about five miles and camped near the river
and a little below 'the fort. 102 Nothing very threatening from the Feds.
Thursday Feb. 20th 1862

Moved very early this morning. No road, sand very deep, but grass
splendid. S~ill in sight of the fort. As the encampment was being made
the Yanks showed themselves in round numbers on the opposite side of
the river about an hour by sun. They had several cannon planted on the
west side and thought they would give us a fright so Reg. after Reg.
crossed over. I think to the number of 3000 infantry and cavalry.
Our batterys were soon in position and gave them a very uncerimonous reception. One of Teels six pounders with three six pound
Mountain Howitzers were all the guns fired. The line of battle was
formed in a few moments, by Col: Green who was in command (Gen.
sick). Capt. Gardners and one other company were back in reserve on
the left. 103 After firing a few rounds, with muskets over 1000 yards the
Yanks retired to the fort. I think there were 14 shots from our battery. I
don't know the effect but several fell among the Feds.
They came out in splendid order their guns shining like spangles on
the dress of the lord. But they were unable to get us under the range of
their guns at the fort and were falling short.,Too warm, so they left in
as good order,' with a few companies of Mexicans excepted for the
majority of the forces were regulars.
We were cut off from water except a scant supply in our kegs. Our
horses had none all day and camped at night with out.
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Friday Feb. 21 st 1862

Last night our pickets had a few shots at the Feds who ran like
currs. We moved on today above the Ft. and toward the river. The Yanks
eying us very close. Col. Green still in command. At 10 o'clock our batteries in advance opened fire on the enemy in the beautiful valey of
Valverde three miles above the Ft. The 1st and 2 nd Regts. 104 Supporting
our guns 6 pounders our men armed with double barrel shot guns with
here and there a sharp shooter and minie musket. In the whole brigade
not more than 250.
The enemies guns were 6, 12, and 18 pounders supported by infantry
armed with minnie muskets with bayonets and splendidly mounted dragoons. The third Reg. or Col. Suttons command were the rear guard and
were back with the wagons.
The cannonading was kept up vigorously on both sides for 7 hours,
when a courier was dispatched in haste for Col. Sutton.
He was there in a few moments and in the midst of the fight in less
time. A desparate and unparalelled fight raged for three hours longer
resulting in the defeat of the Yanks. During the thickest part Major
Ragey with 300 men charged a batery supported by 1000 infantry who
retired badly cut to pieces. lOS Never was such a charge recorded. Col.
Sutton and Major Lockridge were commanding the Left Wing. 106 Col.
S. had but 3 of his own command, Capt. Gardner's, Wiggins and
Hoffman, with Capt. Pridgen and one other. 107 From their first entrance
they were exposed to a heavy fire of grape and canister. But like vetrans
they stood it until the charge was given when like good men they
rushed upon them reserving their fire until they had reached shot gun
range, when they gave them a gauling fire of buckshot and balls, clearing the first batery at a single round. The second was taken as quickly.
The Feds fled ingloriously or in other words they retired with their
usual dignity and took shelter at the Ft. The 3rd turned the scale of battle today. Col. Sutton was mortally wounded. Maj. Lockridge killed.
Our whole loss was 34 killed, wounded 150 in all. 108
The enemies loss was 274 killed, which they acknowledged to
burying, 21 prisoners regulars and 200 Mexicans. 109 Two 12 pounders
and four 6 were captured and many small arms. We moved some 2 miles
.
up the river and camped.
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Saturday 22 nd Feb. 1862

A flag of truce came in today saying the Ft. would be surrendered if
.transportation would be given the army out of the territory Our Gen. said
"Nary time." This is not authentic but camp rumor. Lieut. Col. Sutton
died this morning. We have orders to move up the river crossing a few
miles above camp. Our wounded are' placed away in waggons and I fear
this moving of them. IIO Today we took a store belonging to a Mr.
Stapleton of Northern pretensions. 111 The stock was large and mostly
sugar, salt and wheat, some com and sundrie storehouse appertinences.
We moved above some 3 or 4 miles and camped near the river where we
remained the 23 rd Sunday. Rested. Nothing new.
Monday 24 th

Moved about 10 miles toward Santa Fee. Camped on the river.
25 th Tuesday

Moved about 11 miles and camped on the river. Still hauling our
wounded who get along better than I expected. Tomorrow we make a
hospital at Socorro.
.
26th Wednesday

We passed through the little town of Socorro where we left the
wounded ofthe 1st and 2 nd Regs. 123 in number. 112 The wounded of the
3rd passed above about 3 miles and camped with the command. So there
was no provision left out for them at Socorro. Peach trees in bloom.

Our wounded were taken to the hospital and I was detailed as physician to take charge of the wounded of our Reg. 22 in number 1 sick.

I took my position. I had been sick two days before with a very
severe cold. Did but very little in my new quarters. Command left today:
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Saturday Mar. 1st 1862

Drew our rations today for five days, nothing very enticing in our
supply of foods. Done nothing today but dress wounds.
A Mexican friendly to us tells that he saw Gen. Canby and five companies on the march for north. Yesterday beyond the mountains. lI3
Nothing of our command.
We have nothing but bread and coffee to eat.
2nd Sunday

Same routine today as yesterday. No fresh meat as yet.
3rd Monday

Same thing today save we have a little mutton and that the poorest I
ever saw. Thos. Garrison died in our Reg. today of his wound. I 14
Tuesday Mar. 4[th] 1862

The Yanks from the fort gave us a visit today and were very kind.
Preffered to give us wood, medicine, and books to read. Nothing of
importance today.
Wednesday Mar. 5th

Another one of our wounded died this morning. A. Prather. IIS Same
thing over today. Getting awful tired of it.
Thursday Mar. 6th 1862

Had a visit from the Yanks today. They still think to whip us. Nothing
from our army. I see no prospect for supplies. We will be compelled to
leave the country.
Friday Mar. 7th 1862

Nothing of importance today. The peach trees are budding and
blooming rapidly. Some have been in bloom for 10 days.
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Saturday M 8 th 1862
Nothing strange today. Spring has fully come. The wind is very disagreeable. James Harris died at 9 P.M.116
Sunday Mar. 9th 1862
Nothing new today. Wind still blows very hard. Colder than usual
this morning. Snow fell last night on the mountains. Visable to the west.
The Yanks from Ft. Craig visit us about every other day. They are here
this morning. Gen. Canby writes our chief surgeon that if we will surrender as prisoners of war that he will give us what we want. So we are
left to infer if we do not we can get nothing.
Monday Mar. 10th 1862
Same thing over today. Tomorrow is my birthday.
Tuesday Mar 11 th 1862
Today of all other days should be one of sollemn sacred though[t]
to me. God both smiled on the gloomy earth and springtime brings my
day of birth. Today dawns brightly in the east. Glorious the golden
drapery is that hands about the rising sun. How glorious has the day
begun. Tis not strange this should brighter shine than others of this
northern clime. For genial spring doth softly beam o'er mountain, vale,
and pebled stream and blooming peach and apples show that winters
blast hath seased to blow. The far off hills that b[lo]s[s]om gold will
wear their snowy mantle cold. But Valverde fields clothed in green
present a far more pleasing scene. Even in this dreary western wild.
'. Nothing today of importance. Still the same duties are performed.
Wednesday Mar. 12 th 1862
Last night we sent a dispatch to the Gen. enrout to Santa Fe. The
accursed Yankees are here again today and will camp in town tonight.
They are unfeeling wretches as surely they would not annoy our wounded with their presence. It is the only source of annoyance we have. But
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the well part of our hospital ask nothing of them, but hands off. They are
drunk and talking rather to glib. I fear our boys will "tip" some of them
off their pins.
Thursday Mar. 13 th 1862

This morning a light shower is falling in the valey while on the
mountains a heavy snow is falling. In the afternoon a light sleet fell on
us though it is not cold. This will not benefit our wounded as the 3rd
Reg. hospital is five Sibley tents spread in the back yard of a Mexican
casea (or adoby house).
Friday Mar. 14th

The sun shines bright today. The birds are merry. All nature seems
to be in its genial warmth. The Abs here today. 117
Saturday Mar. 15 th

Nothing today. Very pleasant so far. We hear the Yanks will soon
leave the Ft. Our army is still moving on to Santa Fe.
Sunday 16th March

Our rations are almost non est. What we are to do I cannot divine.
Unless Gen. S. sends down something from above.
Monday Mar. 17th

Today little Jeff Davis returns from the command which is at
Albiquirke. 118 Reach there without a fight. Took plenty stores, for army
of all kinds provisions, clothing, and etc. The wind blows very cold from
the north.
Tuesday Mar. 18th

Wind still blows from the north. Three waggons come down today
bringing us 4000 lbs. flour and 300 lbs. bacon and few articles of clothing.
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Wednesday Mar. 19th

Wind still from north. Heard today that the Yankees were preparing
to burn the fort and make their escape to Union. They are much too
close to ever make it. The only possible way to get out of their dilema
is to surrender. For they cannot pass up on either side of the mountain
as our army have all the roads to Ft. Union well guarded. It is impossible for them to pass up through the mountains on account of the snow
and the rough and rocky face of the country.
Thursday Mar. 20th

Nothing of the Yanks today. Wind not so cold today. Has ceased
somewhat.
Friday Mar. 21 st

Very pleasant today. The norther is passed. My wounded are doing
very well. All I think are now improving very fast. I hope to have no
more trouble with them.
. Saturday Mar. nnd

Today is fair as "Agandica" the daughter of the snowstorm. I hope
the winter has bid us a final adieu.
Sunday Mar. 23 rd

The sunshine is glorious. All nature is vivified by its genial glow.
In forenoon the Rev. Mr. Shaw of the Baptist school gave us a short and
very appropriate sermon. 119 This gentleman has been of imminence
service to us since our arrival at Socoror.
Monday Mar. 24 th

Today will vie with any that have been brightening our camp since
the spring began. Dr. Covey gave us a visit today. I like this gentleman.
Wounded doing well. In a month we hope to leave here.
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Tuesday Mar. 25th

The sun shines bright, giving to all nature a bright smile and new
life.

Wednesday Mar. 26th

Still the weather is beautiful and bright. The Yanks are in town
today to the number of 60 or 80. They are going above. Some of them
say that Gen. Canby is evidently in hot water for one day they hear that
they are going above and on another below.
The Mexicans have many strange peculiarities. The construction of
their houses which are of mud and straw made into large oblong blocks
called adoby. Our Texians have to stoop low to enter the most aristocratic adoby shanties. Their custom is anything else but neat or beautiful. They wear no bonnetts and no body to their dresses. A very thin
domestic chimmis forms the covering for the body, while shawls of 2
or 3 yds. In length and I yd. in width answers the double purpose of
bonnett and outer covering for the body. Their food is principally corn
meal grewel and red pepper chili colorado.
Thursday Mar. 27th

Today is still beautiful, cloudy and windy is not cold. Nothing new
today.
Friday Mar. 28th

Today is cloudy and windy. The Yanks passed back today in a
hurry.
Saturday Mar. 29 th

Today is cloudy but not so windy as yesterday. Nothing new.
Sunday 30th Mar.

Today is clear and windy. If it were not for the wind this is the prettiest weather I ever saw. The news is here that the Yanks are going to
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abandon the Ft. in five or ten days. They were up last night pressing all
the mules in this place to take to the fort..
Monday Mar. 31 st

Last night it rained on the valley and snowed on the mountains. The
day is pleasant were it not for the wind. It is almost impossible to keep
our tent from falling.
Tuesday April

]St

Cloudy and still very windy and cold. An ambulance with four fine
mules passed through town said to be Gen. Canby. Seen companies of
Reg. are to be up soon on their way to Union. The report came down
yesterday that our men had an engagement with the Yanks beyond
Santa Fe in Commanche canyon. Some regulars, prisoners we took in
the fight, passed through today going to Craig to see if they could be
exchanged for, our men, prisoners at the Ft. The express to Craig would
not say who it had whiped. Hence we claim the victory.
Wednesday April 2 nd

Is clear and cold. The sun shines bright. Wind from the south. The
apricot is now in bloom. The tree grows very large sometimes two feet
in thickness. The Yanks from Craig camp one mile below town tonight
on their way to attack Sibly. When they come in today they formed in
front of our hospital and some of the boys became frightened and
burned up my letters that were in care of our expressman. The whole
force of regulars and Pikes Peak Volunteers are with Canby going
above to attack Sibly at Albuquerque for that is as far as our forces have
got in my opinion.
Thursday April 3 rd 1862

The Yanks passed through early this morning. I had the honor of seeing Gen. Canby who is a very ordinary looking man. He is about 42 years
of age. 120 They had about 800 men, 6 guns 4-6 pounders and 2-24
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pounders and a train of 65 or 70waggons. We expect a fight at
Albuquerque as our men are there.
Friday Apr. 4 th 1862

Clear and warm. Nothing of interest.
Saturday Apr. 5th 1862

Clear and Warm. The valey looks green.
Sunday Apr. 6th 1862

Last night an expressman from our army to Col. Baylor at Mesilla
stopped with us. Brings the news of two fights in Apache canon, in
which our army was victorious. Capt. Walker says in his note to Dr.
Covey, this is another glorious victory for us. 121 The wind is very disagreeable today. Cloudy and cool. Jeff Davis leaves tonight.
Monday 7th 1862

Walked out to the foot of mountain to the Hot Springs. 122 There is
plenty indication of copper also of gold and silver. Returned in the
evening just in time for the Navahos attack a herder a mile above us
and killed him. 123
Tuesday 8 th Apr.

Rained in the valley and snowed in the hills last night. Very cold
this morning. Four men bring us good news from the command. We
run the Yanks although they were housed up and three to one, six hundred against 1500.
We lost 32 killed 38 wounded. Yanks loss three times as great. 124
Wednesday Apr. 9th

Weather indicative of rain. Snow to be seen on mountains. Capt.
Coopwood with 25 men took up the mail to the army at Albuquerque. 125
Our mail we will not be able to get for more than a month.
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Thursday Apr. 10th
Rained some today. Wind from the north. Very cold.
Last night Mr. Elam went to the fort to get provisions. 126 The mountain is enveloped in heavy dark clouds.
Friday Apr. 11 th 1862
The mountains are whited with snow this morning. Wind cold still
from the north. Nota cloud to be seen. Last night 33 of our boys left
the hospital for the command. Bruce Donalson as their chief, an old
California hunter. 127
Saturday April 12 th
Bright and beautiful no wind. Pleasant. The Yanks from Craig came
up yesterday evening and this morning. All of us (one or two excepted)
go on parole for food which they will send us. The parole can be broken on our part at any time if we will let the Abs know of it. Sibly is to
blame for all this. 116 men today were not to have connection in any .
way with our army or do anything against the U.S. so long as we are in
the hospital.
The Yanks say they have an express saying that Canby took Albuquerque without fIring a gun. That Sibly evacuated as soori as they came
in sight. Our food for the last three weeks has been the poorest of beef
which we could only get half the time, a little coffee, some sugar and tea.
Our rations of flour for today has been the ground wheat without sifting
or bolting. This is life in New Mexico.
Sunday 13 th 1862
Fair and beautiful. The trees look green in the valley.
Monday 14th
Moved in front yard today. Warm and pleasant.
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Tuesday 15 th Apr.

We today received our provisions from the fort. Only ten days
rations of sugar, coffee, tea, salt, bacon, molasses, vinegar, flour. One
ounce per day.
Wednesday 16th Apr.

Gen. S. comes down today on a force march for FLCraig. Canby is
behind and after him. The object is to get amunition as ours is out. Dr.
Taylor wants me to take a contract and stay with the wounded for 100
per month. 128
Thursday Apr. 17th

We can hear nothing of old S. Canby is being reinforced largly from
Pikes Peak.
Friday Apr. 18th

The cry is still they come. Today we hear that S. is in full retreat. Is
this to be the glory of our brave men. Must they suffer reproach for their
Gen. This is more than human nature can bear.
Saturday Apr. 19th

No news. We will look for C. Maj. Jackson with 16 men passed
down today enrout for Mesilla. 129 Jack Word was with him. l3O We soon
will be taken prisoners.
Sunday Apr. 20th

The Yanks still come down. They are a few miles above. Sibly
stampeded last night and went to the mountains leaving his sick and
wounded with a part of his train in the road unprotected with no medicine no physician and but few attendants.
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Monday Apr. 21 st
The Yanks came in sight today. Sib. is gone to Texas. We are sold.

Tuesday Apr. 22 nd
The Yanks yesterday took the hospital at Socorro. We left at 11·
o'clock and traveled 17 miles that evening. Today we traveled 15 miles
to the Ft. I never was so tired. My feet are almost ruined. Large blisters
.have come on the bottoms of each. We are not yet paroled.

Wednesday April 23 rd
This morning I feel somewhat refreshed though my feet are very .
sore yet. We take the oath today, I suppose. We were marched into the
Ft. and took the oath. Saw Col. C. Carson who is a gentleman. We leave
in the morning.

Thursday Apr. 24th
Last night I was unanimously elected Capt of our co. of prisoners
72 in number. The election was held inside the walls of Ft. Craig. This
morning we take up the march homeward with our one waggon and six
poor mules and seven days rations. Traveled 15 miles. Camped on river
in a beautiful grove of cottonwood. Col. Carson gave me a mule to ride.
We have a rough time.

Friday Apr. 25 th
Started a little after sun up. Men get along very well except their
feet. Stoped at noon at the adobe walls. Traveled about 15 miles
camped near Alamosa.

Saturday Apr. 26th
Took up the march late. Passed the A. Come very near having fight
with the Mexicans about some mules belonging to the C.S. which had
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been left. (Got five mules, some give out and were left). Camped 18
miles below having traveled about 21 miles.
Sunday April 27th

Took up the line of march early. Road was rough and sandy.
Nooned on the river a few miles above Coopwood battleground. l3 !
Met Col. Steels Picketts with some sick and wagons for us. Traveled
18 miles.
Monday Apr. 28 th

Traveled several miles over very rough road. Camped two miles
above Ft. Thorn. The command camped 4 miles below us.
Tuesday Apr. 29 th

We overtook the brigade. Traveled 20 miles crossed the river at
San Diego crossing.
Wednesday Apr. 30 th

Had a great deal of trouble getting our things over the river. But
through the kindness of Col. Steel we moved off this morning for
Dona Anna. Camped on the river.
Thursday May 1st

We moved down the river to Col. Steels camp. Nothing of importance.
Friday May 2 nd 1862

Today we layover in Col. Steels. The other two Reg. have gone
below..
Saturday May yd

Indications of rain. Wind very hard last night. When we get off I
cannot tell. Col. Steel is a perfect gentleman and a polished soldier.
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Sunday May 4th

Nothing new today. Our letters were sent to the office. Col. Steele
wrote to Maj. Jackson to know what disposition was to be made of the
paroled. Tuesday or Wednesday we will know something about it. The
weather is warm. The cottonwood leaves have almost attained their full
size and the shade is very agreeable. In the evening we have a heavy
breeze and the nights are quite cool.
Monday May 5 th

Warm. Shade ·of the cottonwoods very pleasant. River rising very
rapidly from melting snow. Mr. Ashly said to Robinson that I should not
come in that tent and give him orders, again Chafin refused to aid in
clearing the yard out on 3rd April. 132 This man or myselfleaves the hospital or I command respect of the damned fool. 1. D. Robinson made
steward.

LETTERS

San Antonio, Texas Nov. 29 th 1861 .

Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend,
After thanking you for the privilege you have granted me, I will
attempt to give you a sketch from the life of a Soldier. The conveniences for writing are very bad, but a Ranger lad must be satisfied with
any and all things as they are presented to him.
No class of persons suffer the hardships & privations of a Soldier
in Camp. At sun set the Bugle calls, us to the parade ground, where we
await the calling of the Roll. From this time till nine o'clock at night we
set around the camp fire. At which hour the Bugle sounds Tatoo & we
again listen [to] the calling of the Roll. Then with but a few blankets to
protect us from the sharp night air of winter, we lay down upon the cold
& rough ground to sleep. At the first appearance of tomorrow's light the
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sounding of the Morning call tells us of the duties of the camp which
we begin after another Roll call. Camp life is not very disagreeable, for
we soon learn the art of baking biscuit, making Com Bread, frying
steak, making coffee & tea & washing; all of which I flatter myself that
I have attained some proficiency in them, with some exception, I make
bad biscuit.
For one month we have been in camp, on the Salado seven miles
east of San Antonio. Yesterday with five Companies we marched seven
miles west of the City on the Leon (a little stream), camping there last
night. Tomorrow we take up the march for EI Passo over a bleak &
lonely country, where no "pale-face" will greet us with a smile &, cheer
us on our dreary way, but on the other hand we will see the painted face
of the Indian & the dirty Sun-burnt village of the Mexican & I assure
you I never saw anything attractive in either.
The road to this place, to me, was one of pleasure for from old
Palestine to San Antonio nature seems to [be] romantic & beautiful.
There is a spring at the head of the San Antonio River which boils
up from the rock bed, filling a large round crevice in the rock, of over
twelve feet deep, the water as clear as crystal. The size of a dime can
be seen with all ease & is some what magnified. There are several
pieces of money, knives, & card· cases to be seen, which have been
thrown in by Ladies visiting the place.
I would like if! had the time to give you a full description of all that
I have seen, new a[nd] strange. I will do so soon withyour permission.
I must close as the time is short I have to remain in the City.
Remember this is from a "Soldier Boy." I will try & do better next
time.
Good Bye
Your friend
H. J. Hunter
P.S.
I will give you a more minute sketch of camp life in my next, which
will be from EI Passo, in which time I will have learned more of it.
H.J.H.
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Camp near Dona Anna, Arizona Jan 31 st 1862
Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend
Your kind letter of Dec. last was received at Ft. Davis on the 9 th
inst. & I assure you nothing could have been more acceptable. Week
after week had passed away without a word from home. The days had
begun to grow wearisome & long, the rough & ragged rock cliffs,
which over hung our road, became gloomy & monotonous, the love of
the romantic was almost blighted in the heart of your humble servant,
for the shades of solitude were sweet & often sought. Many evenings
when the camp was made for the night, have I left the noise & bustle of
hungry men preparing their rough refreshments, for the enjoyment of
some lone nook in the mountain, where I have sat hour after hour in
dreamy solitude reviewing the "pleasures of home" & treasuring the
sweet admonitions of the best Mother & Sister in the world.
But your kind letter removed all this gloom, like mist before the sun
it disappeared. The smoke & cold I believe have conspired to shorten
my letter. I'll move once more.
I thank you for your kind wish Miss Jettie & hope you spent both
New Year' & Christmas pleasantly. Those days on the plaip. passed as
any other, the sun shown the same, the breeze as gaily danced over the
valley, the birds notes were no sweeter, indeed one could see nothing to
remind him that these were days held sacred to pleasure & merriment.
[There is] much wild scenery [along] our road. Every day some
huge mountain presents some new object of admiration.
I will give you a description of all that has occured on our trip over
the Plains, as soon as an opportunity obtains.
Since our first camp on the Rio Grande we have traveled very slow,
halting frequently before noon. The 25 th we arrived at Ft. Bliss, a beautifullocality & very neatly arranged. The parade ground is shaded by a
beautiful growth of cottonwood & carpeted with a luxuriant growth of
clover. Franklin is a beautiful little American town two miles above.
Our Post Office is here. El Paso is on the opposite side [of] the river &
is a neat little Mexican City. At this season of the year I can see nothing more inviting or beautiful than in any other Mexican town. Very lit-
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tle order is observed in building or tast[e] displayed in style or architecture. All the buildings are Adobe (or sun baked brick) covered with
reeds & grass which sometimes are covered with cement. No windows
& doors & extremely small.
The Mexicans have many peculiarities, one of which is their"comic"
funerals, for such they are. The dead are followed by an immense train of
Men, Women, & Children to the place of interment. When the body is
placed in its narrow resting place they heap the dirt on with their hands,
while an individual with a huge club pounds down the dirt over the body,
not protected by a coffin & all are either laughing, singing or talking
in a merry tone. When the interment is completed, all return in great
glee singing & dancing. I know of nothing more ridiculous in heathan
history.
We are now on our way to Fort Craig. This is the forth day out from
Ft. Bliss, the distance is near 200 miles. We are now near halfway. Our
march is directly north & every day it grows colder & colder. A few
flakes of snow fell on us today.
Ft. Craig is not a strong fortification, though we expect a hard fight
as about 1800 men are there. I will not speculate, but will wait & give
you the facts as they are.
It is growing late & the night is very chilly. I will write soon again,
not however until after our fight at Craig.
Good night
Write soon to your "Elegant" friend
Hal. J. Hunter
In my next I will give you a description of Forts Craig & Union. It
is with difficulty I write today for the wind is blowing, almost a hurricane. The Small Pox is not as prevalent, vaccination has greatly
checked its career.
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Socorro New Mexico Apr. 4 th 1862

Miss Jettie Word
.Esteemed Friend
This is the third time I have written this letter. The first time the
express failed to get through, the second the Yanks 'came in town at full
speed & halted just in front of the quarters of our expressman which
frightened him in his quarters, so he destroyed every thing in his possession, my letters with others. We are now thirty two miles from Ft.
Craig. Forty three days have passed since the battle of Val Verde which
is the name of the Valley of the Rio Grande.
On the 7th Feb. Capt Pyron's command from Col. Baylor's Reg.
left Ft. Thorn, ninety miles below Craig, the 2nd Reg., Col. Green, on
the 8th , Col. Sutton's command from the 3rd Reg on the 8th , on the 10th
the 1st Reg, Col. Scurry & on the 12 th the Gen. & staff. The march was
slow & tedious. On the sth day's march of the 3rd Reg. we passed
through Alamosa, a Mexican town in our possession & halted four
miles above. While here just before sundown, an express met us from
Col. Green, urging L. Col. Sutton to hasten to his assistance, as he was
hourly expecting a fight. His pickets had been driven in & reported the
enemy about· 1000 strong advancing. The 1st Reg. was one day behind
us, so L. Col. Sutton dispatched an express to Col. Scurry of that division. Our Col. immediately issued an order to cook two days rations. In
a trice, all was on the fire & progressing rapidly. When the order "fall
in, fall in" rang through the camp, every man rushed promptly to his .
place, mounted, armed & equipped for the fight, leaving bread in the
oven & meat on the coals. Just at sundown the column moved forward,
winding its way through narrow passes & over rocky steps, down rough
bluffs & up ragged rocky assents without a road until we came in sight
of the sentry fire of Col. Green's encampment, having traveled over fifteen miles in less than three hours. At 9 o'clock we were at the appointed place & Col. G. himself pointed out our camping ground. After partaking very heartily of some half dried beef & cold biscuits & coffee we
spread our humble bed of saddle blankets on the rocks & at ten o'clock
both men & arms were quietly resting on the soldiers couch. The enemy
camped five miles above ·us. The night was not cold as we expected,
though a light snow fell, which with our scarcity of blankets was rather
troublesome & disagreeable. The morrow's sun rose in splendid abode,
the snow clad hills and ere.it had reached its meridian light the valley
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snow had disappeared & all nature seemed to drink new life from its
inspiriting rays. This was the 14th Feb. Reconnoiters were sent out near
the Ft. all day. A Mexican Lieut. & twenty men as scouts from Craig
were halted & taken prisoners by L. Col. Sutton & sent into camp. They
were armed with Minnie Muskets, which are long range guns, the best
in the army either north or south.
Sunday the 16th the Gen. & aids were out making observation,
returned under the seductive influence of John Barley Com, ordered out
the whole forces amounting to about 1800 men, under Col. Green. Our
army approached as near as they dare & avoid the guns of the Ft.
Maneuvers of all kinds were made in order to entice them to an attack,
but all failed. Five companies of Yanks made a faint on our left, firing
one round, which was returned by one company, who then charged &
caused· them to retreat. This was an effort to bring us under their batteries, but was a signal failure. Several shots were exchanged by officers & men on both sides. They wounded one horse, while a saddle left
the field on their side without a rider. More than once did our forces
drive them back, until the pursuing skirmishers were almost in range of
their guns.
This was the first time I ever saw two contending armies drawn up
in battle array. Thrilling sight. Men that in other days met as brothers,
having the same interests, loving the same objects, happy subjects of
the same nation anxiously awaiting the deadly conflict.

o man thou feeble tenant of an hour
Debased by slavery or corrupt by power
Who knows this well must quiet thee with disgust
Degraded mass of animated dust.
On the 19 th we crossed to the east side of the river. Country sandy,
no road. Camped near the river & a short distance below the Ft. The
Yanks seeing our movement thought we intended an attack, so they
threw up embankments & planted cannon on the river bank just below
the Ft. The enemy were surprised by this movement & were not able to
devise our intentions, which was if possible to get above the Ft. & take
possession of the country. On the 20 th we camped opposite the fort. In
the evening late we fired several guns at a party of 3000 Infantry &
Calvary who had crossed the river and advanced within one mile of our
camp. Our reception being rather warm the Yanks deemed it prudent to
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retire. At every fire our boys gave a loud shout for the shot & shell
opened up [a gap] each time in their ranks.
Friday 21 st we again took up the march towards water as both men
& horses had been without for two days. The column was headed by
Maj. Raggay with 300 men as an advance guard, next a battery of four
6-pound howitzers, next the 1st Reg. then the 2nd Reg, then Capt.
Pyron's command with Capt. Teel's battery of four 6-pound guns. At 9
o'clock the batteries of the enemy opened on Maj. Raggay who was
down in the valley & near the river. He immediately ordered a charge
which drove the enemy from the guns. He was compelled to retreat as
the battery was supported by 1000 infantry behind the bank of the river.
At 10 0' clock our batteries with the first & second Regs. under Col.
Green were sent down to give the Yanks a fight. The firing was kept up
on both sides till 12 o'clock when the enemy suddenly stopped. Our
men were almost perished for water. We took advantage of this delay &
dug holes for water which was obtained on the field just in rear of our
line of battle, at a depth of two feet.
The reason the Yanks had stopped firing, their ammunition had
"given out. During the delay the enemy moved their guns on the east
side [of] the river & concealed 1000 infantry under the river bank. Their
Cavalry on our right & left. This was a glorious move for us. When ten
minutes had thus passed again rang the clash of arms. For seven long
hours was this awful clash prolonged with an occasional falter on both
sides. As the day began to fade louder grew the din & deadlier the conflict, till the battle had reached its noontide of glory when an express
was dispatched to L. Col. Sutton for the aid of the little 3rd which was
there & in the heat of battle in less than 30 minutes (Bro. John was the
expressman. He had slipped off from his company & had been in the
fight all day. Your Brother was with him till one o'clock. Jack came out
to the hills. He had lost his horse). This desperate & unparalleled struggle lasted till sundown, when the Yanks ingloriously fled or in the
words "retired with their usual dignity" & took shelter in the Ft. The
history of the present war no where affords a battle as destructive or
half so desperately fought. The cow drivers as the Yanks name us, had
not traveled over a thousand miles of wilderness to be satisfied with a
light skirmish. No, victory or death was the bright & glittering motto in
every Texan's eye.
A glorious victory indeed. Fifteen hundred volunteer Texans with
6-pound cannon & shot guns contending against 3000 regular soldiers
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& 4000 volunteers with 6-12 & 24 pound guns & anned with minnie
muskets & sharp's rifles. Nothing but undaunted courage could have
gained the day.
The little 3rd from its entrance was exposed to the heaviest fire of
grape & canister but like veterans they stood it until the charge was
given, when like more than men they rushed upon them with a real
Texas yell, giving them at the same time a deadly volley of buckshot &
balls killing many & puting the others to flight. The Yanks left their
cannon & places of concealment & plunged into the river. The little 3rd
still pursued causing many a poor coward to find a watery grave. L.
Col. Sutton was mortally wounded. Maj. Lockridge & 34 privates were
killed, 150 wounded. The enemy lost 274 killed, 21 regular & 200 mexican prisoners, four 6 & two 12-pound guns with many small anns.
Immediately after the fight & just at dark our pickets reported the
enemy about planting their 24-pounders on the table mountain just
below us & very close to our camp, from which they could throw shot
& shell into our Hospital corrall & camp. We as quick as possible
moved up the river two miles.
The 3rd Reg. lost two men one of the Dutch Co. the other of Capt.
Wiggin's Co. from the little 3rd because of the decision & bravery of its
commander & the dauntless courage of the men, today rolled back the
dark cloud of battle & met the first scintillations of a glorious victory.
"When rang the loud buzzer to the red field was won," [illegible] the
little 3rd was doubly sufficient for in the hour of danger the God of battles had not forsaken it.
Why they were not cut to pieces is more than we can tell, occupying the position they did. I enclose a sketch of the battle field taken
from memory. 133 Look at it with due allowance for your humble servant
makes no pretensions as an artist. On the 22 nd a flag of truce appeared
in camp which it was rumored appertained to the surrender of the Ft. on
conditions. Gen. S. refused any but an unconditional surrender. We
have them in a very close corner now. They must fight again or starve
in the Ft.
This was the day our L. Col. breathed his last. Yes our leader is
gone. He was brave, kind, decisive & prudent in the fullest acceptation
of the words. The loss indeed we greatly feel, but munnur not for it is
the will of Him who "tempereth the wind to the shorn lamb." We can
only say,
No waiving of fire, no palling of ray,
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But rising, still rising, as passing away.
Farewell gallant Eagle, thou art buried in light.
God speed the to heaven last star of our night.
It was the most impressive funeral I ever witnessed. A detachment
of his command with arms reversed followed his remains in silence to
the grave. All was silence profound, not a word was spoken, nor a gun
fired, no sound was heard but the chilling rattle of the sod, as it was
thrown upon the body of our lost Col. In the language of another,

Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note
As his corpse to the ramparts we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot.
.O'er the grave where our hero was carried. 134

.

In a few hours the Brigade moved up the river, crossing at the little
town of Val Verde, where was confiscated a store belonging to a Mr.
Stapleton of northern proclivities. The stock was principally groceries,
six thousand pounds sugar, 1300 coffee, several hundred pounds of salt,
etc.
Our Hospital was established at this place on the 26 th Feb. On the
28 th the Brigade moved on towards Albuquerque, 80 miles above. A
division was sent on to Santa Fe & took possession. We heard that they
had a fight in Apache canon, in which our men were victorious, puting
the enemy to flight, who left their dead on the field unburied.
On the 11 th March we sent an· express to the command at Albuquerque, who returned on the 17 th . All were well with but few exceptions.
The expressman (Jeff Davis) saw your brother. They are warm
friends. Jack is well & still speaks of the onward movement in pleasing
terms.
Winter is gone & spring with her flowers is here. The Peach & .
Apple & Apricot have bloomed & are now puting forth little leaves.
The. country is pleasant were it not for the wind which today is
unusualy disagreeable. The days are beautiful & bright, or as Ossian
would say "fair as Agandica," the daughter of the snow storm. 135 The
wind keeps my tent in a dense fog of dust from morning till night keeping my face, hands, cloths densely coated with New Mexico dirt.
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I hope you will excuse this lengthy & ill shaped letter as I am greatly hurried & have not clean paper, in truth none of any kind.
Socorro April 6, 1862

I will write soon again, giving you a description of the country, the
manners & customs of the inhabitants.
We are soon to go up to Albuquerque, 80 miles above, where is
established another hospital.
The Yanks passed through here on the 2nd on their way to attack
Gen. S. at Albuquerque. They left the fort in possession of only a few
Mexicans. It will be ours soon.
The expressman leaves.
Good night,
Your Friend
Hal 1. Hunter
P.S. Our mutton & beaves are very poor, the fonner weighing 13%
while the latter is still worse. We are now on half rations in order to
make our provisions hold out until we leave for Albuquerque.
H.J. H.
I send this in my sisters letter. You will excuse it as I have no
envelopes & no money, so I could riot do other wise. My kind regard to
your Father's family.
Hal
Camp near Dona Ana Arizona, May 29

Dear Advocate
Until now I have not been able to fulfill my promise, partly on
account of my situation, partly because nothing of great interest to your
readers has occured up to the last two months. On the 2nd day of Dec.
[the] last five companies of the 7th Reg. M.V. (Col. Steele's) left San
Antonio under command of Lt. Col. Sutton. The 4 th & 5th Regs. hav-
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ing preceded us several weeks. After a long & tedious march over the
semi-desert of western Texas on the fifty-sixth day we arrived at Ft.
Bliss, having passed the winter on the plains, with scant supplies for
both men & horses. We had com twenty days on the march as far as
Alamosa, thirty-five miles below Craig. The grass was very bad indeed,
hence we were compelled to feed on Mesquit beans. Mexican towns are
plenty on the Rio Grande from Ft. Quitman, seventy-five miles below
Bliss to Dona Ana. On the 4 th Feb. we arrived at Ft. Thorn an old abandoned post. After a rest of four days we again took up the line of march
for Ft. Craig, our horses almost given out. On the night of the 13 th we
made a forced march to join Col. Green, who was expecting a fight as
the Yanks had shown themselves in large numbers about five miles
above our encampment. Nothing, however, was done. The next evening
the General & staff came up. Our camp .was ten miles below Craig. We
here passed several days doing nothing towards an attack. Lt. Col.
..
Sutton captured 21 Mexican Yanks, armed with Minnie Muskets.
On Sunday the 16 th Col. Green with 1800 men attempted to draw
the Yanks from the Ft., but it was no go, they kept under their guns.
After some little skirmishing,· resulting in the death of one of the
. enemy, our forces were withdrawn just at sunset. The most shameful
confusion prevailed. The army was scattered for two miles on the
road. The little Seventh alone observed order. The trains were moving
forward without an officer & without a knowledge of where they were
going. Each company would stop their wagons whenever they met
them. Gen. Sibley was not on the field, but remained at camp all day.
The next day at noon he came up to the command. We here lost two
days doin¥hnothing save starve our horses & consume our pr,ovisions.
On the 19 t we crossed to the east side [of] the river, the counsel having resolved to pass the Ft. & cut off the enemies supplies. A part of
our army had five days rations. Our only chance of procuring was at
Albuquerque eighty-six miles above. The valley to this place is settled by Mexicans of the lower class whose chief articles of diet are
beans, com meal gruel & red pepper.
On the 20 th we gave Col. Carson's Reg. a few cannon shots, but
with no effect, save shoving them back. The Yanks seeing the plan of
our movement immediately made preparations to give us a fight at the
river, seven miles above the Ft.
On Friday morning the 218t, at about 9 o'clock the battle of
Valverde was opened by the 4 th Reg's battery of 6-pound howitzers.
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In a short time the 4 th & 5th Reg. & Maj. Pyron's command were on
the field, CoL Green commanding. Gen. Sibley [was] back with the
wagons. Lt. Col. Sutton's command was left in charge of the train
until late in the evening when Col. G. dispatched Brother with orders
to Lt. Col. Sutton to hasten to his relief. The little Seventh ever
prompt in obeying orders, was in a few moments on the field & ready
for the fight. It found our forces horribly scattered & gradually giving
way to the superior force of the enemy. Notwithstanding, both officers
& men up to this [time] during the whole day conducted themselves
in a manner worthy a Texian. The exertions of many of our officers
were almost superhuman, among whom I will only mention Col. G,
Lt. Col. S., Majs. 1. & R. Lt. Col Sutton's command was for a short
time exposed to a severe fire from the enemies batteries & also a cross
fire from their infantry, which our men stood like veterans. When the
charge was ordered, the little 7th & part of the 5th in command of Lt.
Col. S. & Maj. 1. under a fearful hail of grape & canister & Minnie
balls, rushed upon the enemy putting them to flight & capturing their
batteries composed of two 12-pound & four 6-pound guns. The
enemy fled in the greatest disorder, plunging into the river at the most
convenient points. The "Cowboys" still proceeded pouring buck-shot
balls into the backs of their fleeing foe. Many, many of the enemy
here found watery graves. Their loss from the best information we
have was 120 killed, 200 wounded, 15 prisoners. Our loss was 34
killed, 123 wounded, 1 missing.
After sunset our train & army were moved up the river two miles
in order to avoid the enemies 24-pounders, reported in position on the
mesa overlooking the valley. The greatest disorder prevailed in camp,
it was long after midnight before order was obtained. Our army began
the march up the river on the 23 rd taking possession of all the towns
with little or no resistance to Santa Fe.
On the 27 th March the Seventh, Capt. Gardner commanding, was
attached to Lt. Col. Scurry's command of the 4 th Reg. & Maj. Pyron's
command & drawn up .in line to receive the Pikes Peakers 1800 strong
who it was reported were advancing. Night came on, but no enemy
were viable.
On Friday the 28 th Lt. Col Scurry advanced seven miles with his
whole command & found the enemy in position. At 9 o'clock our battery opened upon them, effect not known. The disposition of the 7th
was as follows, Co. H, Capt. Adair's of Houston Co[unty], Co. I Capt.
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Gardner's occupied it right, Co. F, Capt Wiggins of Cherokee & Co.
B, Capt. Hoffman, the center. Companies H & I received the enemies
charge on our battery, killing 40, wounded not known. The enemy
slipped from their hiding places in the mountains & burned our train
in less than an hour after we left it. Their charge proving a failure,
they now scattered ~ took shelter behind rocks. The "Cow Boys" still
followed making fearful havock & beating the enemy back two miles
when the panic became general. A flag of truce from Lt. Col. Scurry
to return & bury their dead & remove their wounded overtook them
beyond the Pecos. Our army bivouacked on the field. The many killed
on both sides were shot in the head. Our soldiers entered the fight on
the morning of the 28 th with nothing but gun cartridges & canteen. Lt.
Col. Scurry the hero of the battle has won bright laurels as a soldier.
The battle lasted 9 hours & was fought chiefly with the enemy's guns
& ammunition. The day was bitter cold. Our men passed the night
around small pine fires without food & blankets, which could be had
only at Santa Fe, where they arrived at noon on the 30 th , having fasted tWo & a half days. The enemy lost about 80 killed & 150 wounded.
Our loss was 35 killed & 30 wounded, 10 or 15 prisoners.
As our implements for digging graves had been burned, we borrowed ofthe Yanks who had returned for their wounded & dead. When
the instruments were returned no one could be found to receive them,
so they were left in a vacated house. The Yanks had fled ingloriously.
Our victory was complete. We now had possession of the capital of the
territory with an abundant supply of army stores of every description.
Our friends were numerous & rapidly increasing. Gen. Sibley who had
remained at Santa Fe after consultation issued an order to abandon the
Territory. The line of march was immediately begun for Arizona, leaving sick & wounded at Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Covero & Socorro. The
army followed [the] road to within 25 miles of Socorro, Col. Canby in
force just opposite on the east side [of] the river, frequently within cannon shot. One cannonading was had at the crossing of the river below
Albuquerque, no harm done.
On the night of the 19th April, Gen. S. gave orders to quit the road
& go to the mountains. Taking several pack mules from the train, the
army began the march an hour after dark, leaving the wagons with several sick & a quantity of provisions in the road. Had it not have been
that Col. Canby sent them protection the sick would probably have
been scalped by the Indians or murdered by the Mexicans. Col. C. is a
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man of tender feelings. The flight of our army through the mountains
will flush with shame the cheek of every Texian when he thinks of [this]
unmanly move. Their suffering was great, bread without salt or greece
& work oxen for beef constituted their diet. Water warm & salty, nights
cold & days very warm. Men were thrown out of ambulances by the
mountain side to get along as best they could. Whether Gen. S. had a
knowledge of this or not, I am not able to say.
Your humble servant is now on parole, was taken from Socorro
while in discharge of my duty as an Assistant Surgeon. Col. Canby
treated us with the greatest kindness. The 4 th , 5th , & parts of the 7th &
Col. Baylor's Regs will soon take up the march for San Antonio. Ten
companies from the last two Regs. remain under Col. Steele to hold the
Territory, Col. S. Military Governor. There is no provisions nor ammunition here, how long Col. S. will be able to hold the country is more
than I can say. We have a great deal of sickness, measles, small-pox, &
quinsy. Several deaths have occured from the last named disease. I will
soon leave for home, together with several of my Reg. who have been
paroled. I enclose a list of the dead, wounded, sick & paroled of our
Company. 136
Respectfully
Hal

Franklin El Paso Cty Texas June 16th 1862
Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend
With Pleasure I acknowledge the receipt of yours of May 2 nd .
Indeed it came in good time, as I had failed to receive any news from
home for the last two weeks.
I must beg of you not to forget your soldier friend. Your letters are
always gladly welcomed because they are always cheerful & replete
with interest. I wrote you from Socorro N.M. March 27 th which I hope
you have received, before this. Though I hope soon to tell you orally all
it contained. I suppose you have heard of my being a prisoner. I was
taken at Socorro Apr. 21 st & paroled at Ft. Craig.
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The Federal officer there in command treated me with the greatest
kindness, which I shaO never forget. Johnie Ed Jackson & 60 others
were taken with me. We walked from Socorro to Dona Ana, 135 miles
in eight days.
You may be somewhat astonished when I tell you I am again in the
service of the Confederate States. I will explain it to you. When I came
to my regiment, Col. Steele sought immediately to have me exchanged
as he wanted my services in the Reg. He went to see the Gen. about
sending a flag of truce to Ft. Craig, which was done, but no exchange
effected. But Col. Canby wrote to Gen. Sibley that in his opinion
Surgeons & Acting Assistants were not fit subjects for parole. So upon
a writ[t]en assurance from Gen. Sibley & Maj. Jackson & Surgeon
Southworth that it would be no violation of my parole to accept· an
appointment, I did so. The same assurance was given me verbally by
Gen. Sibley & Col. Steele. Maj. Jackson also told me I was paroled as
a private soldier & sworn not to take up arms against the U.S. & not as
an Acting Surgeon which I was at the time. If I thought I was violating
my parole I would immediately resign my position. For I assure you it
is not so exalted that I should forswear myself to obtain it. Just imagine
my position, surrounded by our one hundred sick men who I am compelled to visit twice each day, besides innumerable calls between those
visits. The responsibility indeed is great. But my duty to my fellow
man, as a Physician, calls me to this labor, for nothing else I assure you
would induce me.
Jack has left for San Antonio. He will probably be there by the 1st
July. He was mistaken about my fighting at the Battle of Valverde. I
was in the field as Surgeon, by order of Gen. Sibley. Jack and Brother
were of the combatants in that hard fought battle & brother I am told by
those who saw, did good service.
The Battle of Albuquerque, Glorieta & Peralta were as desperately
fought as that of Valverde & our arms were crowned with the same success. I cannot speak very correctly of them, as I was left behind at
Socorro in charge of the wounded of the 7th Regiment. I remained there
two months & never in all my life have I lived as rough. Our fare was
the poorest oxen I ever saw for beef, Mutton that weighed 13# each,
perfect shadows, with crushed wheat, neither bolted or sifted, coffee
witq out sugar or cream in very small quantities, salt in still less & some
vinegar. This we lived on for our month & a half, when Dr. Covey, our
Chief Surgeon, concluded to take a parole for provisions at Ft. Craig.
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We received ten days rations of Bacon, Beans, Flour, Coffee & salt.
This lasted up to the 21 st April when we w,ere taken to the Ft. &
paroled. If you will take the trouble to read a communication of Hal to
the Advocate (if it is received) you will then have a rough sketch of the
doings of the Army of New Mexico.
I fear you will not be able toread this. You must really make great
allowance for this as I have been called away at least twenty times [during the time I have] commenced writing.
My Kindest regards to your Father's Family
Your Sincere friend
Hal J. Hunter
P.S. Miss Jettie, I will give you my address below as it is necessary
to make a change in it, for I am not now connected with either my
Company or Regiment.
Hal
Act. Asst. Surgeon, CSA
In charge Genl. Hospital, Franklin El Paso Cty., Texas
Another P.S.
Well anything to fill out the paper. My devotional hours are occupied in studying one chapter in the Bible. I want you to read the same
& give me your exposition, that we may compare ideas as regards the
fulfillment of the Prophecy. It is the XLII chapter Isaiah & particularly
the 6th & 13 th verses. 137
Hal
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Faulk, General Tom Green: Fightin' Texan (Waco: Texian Press, 1963); Jerry
Thompson, John Robert Baylor: Texas Indian Fighter and Confederate
Soldier (Hillsboro, Tex.: Hill County Press, .1971). A sympathetic biography of
Maj. John M. Chivington, dealing more with the Sand Creek Massacre than
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Tyler, Texas, to make a rough typescript of the journal, a copy of which was later
placed in the Center for the Study ofAmerican History at the University of Texas
at Austin. Miss Colley had a keen interest in the Sibley Brigade, given that she
was also the great-grandniece of General Sibley's adjutant, Maj. Alexander M.
Jackson. During the early 1970s, Colley compiled numerous biographical notes
and sketches of her grandfather and corresponded on a number of occasions with
Dr. Martin H. Hall at the University of Texas at Arlington who was working on
his book, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico. Hall shared much of his scholarship
on Hunter and Jackson with Colley. Johnson to Colley, 15 February 1968, W.
Charles Bolton to Colley, 21 September 1973, and Hall to Colley, 16 October
and" 9, 29 November 1973, Hunter Papers, Museum for East Texas Culture,
Palestine, Texas. The editor is grateful to Bill Grammar of Palestine and the
Museum for East Texas Culture for their valuable assistance in the editing of
Hunter's journal and letters.
7. Elizabeth Colley, miscellaneous notes, Hunter Papers. The Carson knife
remains with the collection. Most of the Texas Confederates also praised the
compassion of Brig. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby. Because of her compassionate
treatment cifthe sick and wounded in the Santa Fe Hospital following the Battle
of Glorieta, the Confederates held in even higher esteem the general's wife,
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Louisa Hawkins Canby. Donald S. Frazier, Blood and Treasure: Conftderate Empire
in the Southwest (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1995), 232.
8. Newspaper Clipping, Summerville, Georgia, 1873, Hunter Papers.
9. Palestine Texas Advocate, 28 June 1883. The hotel had twenty-five
rooms and the first grand piano in Palestine.
10. Henry Jacob Hunter Journal, 1855, Hunter Papers. What was then the
University of Louisiana is today Tulane University.
II. Noel, Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi,ed. Hall and Davis,
106-8.
12. Elizabeth Colley, "Dr. Henry 1. Hunter, Surgeon of the Confederate
Army," Hunter Papers.
13. Henry Jacob Hunter, "Cases of interest among those placed in my
charge at Field Hospital, 24 May 1864," Hunter Papers; Noel, Campaign From
Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 106-7.
. 14. A sketch of Henry Hunter, who died at an early age, is in the Hunter
Papers.
15. Colley, "Dr. Henry 1. Hunter," Hunter Papers.
16. Tombstone data, Palestine City Cemetery, Palestine, Texas. Justina
Word died the following year on 23 June 1889.
17. "Henry 1. Hunter, M.D., deceased, 4 May 1888, aged 50 years," news"
paper clipping, Palestine (Tex.) Advocate, n.d., Hunter Papers.
18. Robert W. Willett, at age thirty-six, became quartermaster sergeant in
Company I of the Seventh Texas Cavalry but died at Albuquerque on 3 April
1862. Thirty-two-year-old John W. Taylor, a second lieutenant, also enlisted in
the Anderson County Buckhunters. Company I of the Seventh Texas left San
Antonio with ninety-five men and returned to Alamo City with fifty-seven men
fit for duty. Martin Hardwick Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico (Austin:
Presidial Press, 1978), 276.
19. Bonner's Ferry on the Neches River may have originated as one of the
crossings of the Old San Antonio Road. By 1846, John Stinson was operating a
ferry at the crossing. In 1851, William N. Bonner assumed the ferry operations,
and by the time of the Civil War a small settlement had developed at the site.
New Handbook ofTexas, s.v. "Bonner's Ferry, Texas."
20. Not far from the Trinity River and surrounded by rich farmland and
abundant timber, Fairfield was originally called Mound Prairie, but the name
was changed when the location was chosen for the county seat Freestone County
in 1850. By the time of the Civil War the community boasted of several drygoods stores, two hotels, a grocery, and a jail. New Handbook of Texas, s.v.
"Fairfield, Texas."
21. Springfield was the county seat of Limestone County. By 1861, the
community had five general stores, two hotels, two schools, a newspaper, and
a Masonic hall. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Springfield, Texas."
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22. This was the famous Comanche Indian fighter, Lawrence Sullivan
Ross, who owned a farm in McLennan County and who ably commanded
Ross's Brigade during the Civil War and became president of what is today
Texas A & M University.
23. Supposedly named for wild cattle that once grazed its banks, Cow
Bayou rises in two forks in southern McLennan County and traverses the
rolling prairie eventually to empty into the Brazos River in Falls County.
24. The Leon River, part of the Brazos River system, runs southeast 185
miles to its confluence with the Lampasas and Salado rivers. New Handbook
of Texas, s.v. "Leon River." Belton, the county seat of Bell County, was first
known as Nolan Springs. By the time of the Civil War, Belton had become a
regional trading center with a population of three hundred. Ibid., s.v. "Belton,
Texas."
25. Nolan Creek rises two miles northwest of Belton eventually to run
into the Leon River, two miles east of Belton.
26. By 1850, at least fifty-six people were living along the Lampasas
River in the vicinity. The river flows southeast over level terrain for seventyfive miles to join the Leon River and form the Little River, four miles southeast of Belton. The river was probably named after Lampazos, Nuevo Leon,
Mexico. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Lampasas River."
27. Salado Creek traverses a large part of Williamson and Bell counties to
reach the Lampasas River, six miles northeast of the community of the same
name. Early settlerswere drawn to the creek by its rich bottomlands and abundant timber.
28. Berry's Creek was named after John Berry, one of the first settlers in
Williamson County. By 186 I a store, tavern, and stagecoach stop were located along the creek. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Berry's Creek, Texas."
Surrounded by fertile land and abundant timber, Georgetown, the county seat
of Williamson County, was founded in 1848 on an old Tonkawa Indian site and
named for George Washington Glasscock. Ibid., s.v. "Georgetown, Texas."
29. Walnut Creek rises in northern Travis County and runs southwest for
twenty miles to empty into the Colorado River.
30. Manchaca was a small community ten miles southwest of Austin. It
was named for nearby Manchaca Springs where Jose Antonio Menchaca,
Tejano hero of the Texas Revolution, was said to have once camped.
31. The Blanco River, part of the Guadalupe River basin, rises from
springs in northeastern Kendall County and flows southeast for eighty-seven
miles to its mouth on the San Marcos River inside the San Marcos city limits.
32. Hunter would have crossed the Guadalupe River at or near New
Braunfels. The Guadalupe River, one of the most picturesque in Texas, has its
headwaters in Kerr County north of San Antonio. With major tributaries being
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the Blanco, San Marcos, and Comal rivers, the Guadalupe flows 250 miles
eastward through the Hill Country and then southeast across the Coastal Plain
to empty into San Antonio Bay on the Gulf of Mexico..
33. Cibolo Creek rises near Boerne in southwestern Kendall County and
runs southeast one hundred miles, forming the Bexar-Comal and the BexarGuadalupe county lines and crossing Wilson County to the San Antonio River
in Kames County.
34. The various camps of the Sibley Brigade lined Salado Creek northeast
of San Antonio.
35. Leon Creek rises seven miles northeast of Leon Springs in northwestern Bexar County and runs southeast for thirty-six miles to its mouth on the
Medina River just west of present-day Cassin.
36. Adams Spring may be San Lucas Spring at the base ofAllen's Hill, fifteen miles west of San Antonio. It was here that Lt. Col. Isaac Van Duzer Reeve
surrendered 270 Federal troops to Col. Earl Van Dorn and 1,370 zealous Texans
in March 1861.
37. Hondo Creek rises in south-central Bandera County and runs southeast
for sixty-seven miles through Bandera, Medina, and Frio counties to its mouth
on the Frio River five miles northwest of present-day Pearsall.
The village of Castroville on the west bank of the Medina River, where the
San Antonio-EI Paso Road crossed the stream amidst a grove of cypress trees,
had been founded by Henri Castro on 3 September 1844. Bobby D. Weaver,
Castro's Colony: Empresario Development in Texas, 1842-1865 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1985),40-56.
38. The Medina River rises in springs on the southern edge of the Edwards
Plateau and flows 116 miles to its mouth on the San Antonio River in southern
Bexar County.
39. Seven miles west of present-day Hondo, Henri Castro established
D'Hanis in the spring of 1847 with twenty-nine Alsatian families. The community was named for William D'Hanis, Antwerp manager of Castro's colonization company. By 1860 the settlement had over twenty dwellings and a school.
A post office was established in 1854. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "D'Hanis."
40. Seco Creek rises in southwestern Bandera County and runs southeast
for sixty-six miles to Hondo Creek in Frio County. Seeo, Spanish for "dry," was
the name given to the creek by Capt. Alonso de Leon, governor of Coahuila,
when he passed through the area on an expedition into Texas in 1689.
41. The Sabinal River rises in fissure springs on the southern rim of the
Edwards Plateau in northwestern Bandera County and flows south sixty miles
to its mouth on the Frio River. By the time of the Civil War, the small community of Sabinal had developed on the east bank of the river in eastern
Uvalde County.
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42. The Rio Frio rises from the juncture of the East, West, and Dry Frio
rivers, and flows southeast for two hundred miles to its mouth on the Nueces
River two miles north of Three Rivers.
43. Uvalde, on the Leona River, was founded in 1853 near Fort Inge.
Many.German residents of the small community were decidedly Unionist. In
fact, Uvalde County had rejected disunion by a vote of 76 to 16 and was one
of only nineteen counties in Texas to vote against secession. Ralph A. Wooster,
Texas and Texans in the Civil War (Austin: Eakin Press, 1995), 20.
44. The San Antonio-El Paso Road crossed the Nueces River at a picturesque spot six miles west of Uvalde. Many of the Confederates took time to
fish, hunt, and rest at the site.
45. Turkey Creek flows south from Turkey Mountain in east central
Kinney County and fifty-seven miles to Espantosa Lake in Dimmit County.
46. Piedras Pintas, Spanish for "painted stones," was nine miles west of
Fort Clark.
47. Fort Clark was established in 1852 at Las Moras Springs to guard the
San Antonio-El Paso Road as well as the Mexican border. The post had been
evacuated by Federal forces on 18 March 1861 and occupied by Confederate
troops under Col. John R. Baylor three months later. Company E of the
Seventh Regiment was left at the post on 6 January 1862 when a measles epidemic broke out. Fifteen Texans died of the loathsome disease. Caleb Pirtle III
and Michael F. Cusack, The Lonely Sentinel, Fort Clark: On Texas s Western
Frontier (Austin: Eakin Press, 1985), 15-16.
48. Intermittent in its upper reaches, Sycamore Creek rises in southwestern Edwards County and flows southwest seventy miles to its mouth on the
Rio Grande six miles downstream from present-day Del Rio.
49. As Hunter writes, Pvt. W. L. Robinson, age twenty-five, was indeed
dishonorably discharged on 11 December 1861. Thirty-six-year-old Robert W.
Willett was the quartermaster sergeant, while Jacob W. Moore, age forty-six,
was the orderly sergeant in the Anderson County Buckhunters. Hall,
Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 278.
50. San Felipe Creek rises in southeastern Val Verde County and flows
southwest for eighteen miles to its mouth on the Rio Grande at present-day Del
Rio. San Felipe Springs, the third largest spring in Texas, is really a group of
spring's that extend two miles along San Felipe Creek on the northeastern outskirts of Del Rio.
51. Called the Laxas or the San Pedro by early Spanish explorers, Devil's
River rises in northeastern Crockett County and flows southward for one hundred miles through Schleicher, Sutton, and Val Verde counties to empty into
the Rio Grande or what is today Lake Amistad. New Handbook of Texas, s.v.
"Devil's River."
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52. The Painted Caves were located near a smal1 western tributary of the
Devi!'s River shortly after the San Antonio-El Paso Road first crossed the
river. Besides Dr. Hunter, Morgan Wolfe Merrick, a young San Antonian who
marched west with Lt. Samuel William McAllister's Texas Rangers to occupy
Fort Davis in April 1861, was one of the few Texans to take note of the caves.
The paintings, Merrick wrote, "represent Indians chasing white men, they are
ridicl;llous but amusing." The site is today beneath the waters of Lake Amistad.
Mirrick, From Desert to Bayou, 10.
·53. California Springs was a mile beyond Yellow Banks just before the
San Antonio-El Paso Road crossed Dead Man's Pass and again ascended to
the Devil's River before reaching Camp Hudson.
54. Camp Hudson was established on 7 June 1857 near the banks of the
Devil's River in what is today Val Verde County. As part of the frontier defense
system, the post was intended to guard a large segment of the San Antonio-El
Paso Road. Thomas T. Smith, The u.s. Army & the Texas Frontier Economy,
1845-1900 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1999), 36,40,
206-8.
55. Beaver Lake was a natural lake on the Devi!'s River in extreme northern Val Verde County near what is today the hamlet of Juno. Siempre vivia is
Spanish for "always living."
56. On Howard Draw, forty-four miles northwest of Beaver Lake,
Howard's Spring was a primary watering stop on the San Antonio-El Paso
Road. Since the water level was twelve feet from the surface, the precious liquid
had to be brought to the surface with· a bucket. Often referred to as Howard's
Well, the spring was named after Richard A. Howard, a former Texas Ranger,
who came upon the water in 1848. James Col1ette, "Bloody Legacy of Howard's
Well," Old West 21 (Spring 1985), 55-59. See also Wayne R. Austerman,
Sharp's Rifles and Spanish Mules: The San Antonio-EI Paso Mail, 1851-1882
(Col1ege Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1985), 41.
57. Located on Live Oak Creek one-half mile above its junction with the
Pecos River, Fort'Lancaster had been established in August 1855 to guard the
San Antonio-El Paso Road. Evacuated by Federal forces in March 1861, the
post was occupied by Capt. Wil1iam C. Adams's Company Cof Lt. Col. John
R. Baylor's Second Texas Mounted Rifles.
58. Pecos Springs is on the southwest bank of the Pecos River six miles
above the Lancaster Crossing and one mile northeast of what is today the village of Sheffield. Gunnar Brune, Springs of Texas (Fort Worth: Branch Smith,
1981),1:361.
59. Riffle Canyon enters the Rio Grande from the west upriver from
Pecos Spring and Fourmile Draw and just south of present day Iraan.
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60. Escondido Creek was fed by three springs, an upper, middle, and
lower spring,each about ten feet across. The lower spring was the first water
travelers found west of the Pecos River. All three springs had been favorite
Comanche camping sites for decades. Austerman, Sharps Rifles and Spanish
Mules, 40.
61. This incident has not been identified with any certainty.
62. Established in March 1859 at Comanche Springs, Fort Stockton was
built astride the great Comanche War Trail to protect travelers on the San
Antonio-EI Paso Road. Evacuated in April 1861 by Federal forces, the post
was reoccupied by Baylor's Second Texas Mounted Rifles two months later.
The fort was burned during the Confederate retreat in June 1862 but rebuilt
after the war. Clayton W. Williams, Texas' Last Frontier: Fort Stockton and the
Trans-Pecos, 1861-1885, ed. Ernest Wallace (College Station: Texas A & M
University Press, 1982),84-137.
63. Dr. Isaac W. Cunningham, age thirty-four, Company A of the Fourth
Texas Cavalry, had transferred to the Seventh Regiment as assistant surgeon on
23 October 1861. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 64.
64. Twenty-seven-year-old David C. Miller was a surgeon in Capt. Isaac
C. Stafford's Company E of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles. Ibid., 329.
65. Gustav Hoffmann, age forty-two, was a native of Stuhmbei, Prussia,
one of the original settlers of New Braunfels, Texas, and the town's first
mayor. Captain Hoffmann, who had received formal military training in
Prussia, enrolled in what became Company B of the Seventh Regiment at New
Braunfels in September 1861. The company was composed entirely of German
Texans. Oscar Haas, "Eggeling, Hoffmann Letters Describe New Mexico
Battles," New Braunfels Herald, 19 September 1961. These letters were
copied and translated from the New Braunfels Zeitung, 23 May 1862.
66. Barilla or Varela Spring was just south of the Barilla Mountains and
east of Wild Rose Pass near the present-day junction of Reeves, Pecos, and Jeff
Davis counties. Only a seepage, the ruins of the stage station, and a few trees
can be found at the site today. Roscoe P. and Margaret B. Conkling, The
Butterfield Overland Mail, 1857-1869 (Glendale, Cal.: Arthur H. Clark, 1947),
2:23.
67. Just east of Star Mountain, the San Antonio-EI Paso Road reached
Limpia Canyon at Wild Rose Pass. After the greasewood desert from Fort
Stockton, the greenery of the Davis Mountains and the abundant water of
Limpia Creek were a. pleasing respite for the men of the Sibley Brigade.
68. Named for Secretary of War Jefferson Davis and located at the mouth
of a small canyon near Limpia Creek in the Davis Mountains, Fort Davis had
been established in October 1854. At the time the post consisted of a few
crudely constructed jacal or palisaded huts made from sawed ponderosa pine
or cottonwood slabs and roofed with thatch. The post was widely viewed,
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before and after the Civil War, as one of the healthiest in Texas. Robert
Wooster, Fort Davis: Outpost on the Texas Frontier (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1994):
69. Captain Jordan is probably Charles L. Jordan. At twenty-six years of
age, he commanded Company K of the Fifth Texas Cavalry.
70. Barrel Springs, a small seepage, is located on the southwestern edge
of the Davis Mountains about eighteen miles west of Fort Davis.
71. El Muerto, or Dead Man's Hole, is at the base ofEl Muerto Mountain on
the west side of the Davis Mountains some thirty-two miles west of Fort Davis.
72. Alfred Sturgis Thurmond was a forty-six-year-old first lieuten:;tnt in
Company A of the Seventh Regiment. Thurmond had come to Texas from
Tennessee in 1836 and served for a time as town marshal of Victoria. He was
taken prisoner by the Mexicans at Mier in December 1842 and sent to Perote
Prison. When released, he returned to Victoria and again served as town marshal and county sheriff. After the New Mexico campaign, Thurmond preferred
charges against Brigadier General Sibley, accusing him of drunkenness, cowardice, and cruelty. Thompson, Confederate General ofthe liVest, 310-12.
73. Eagle Springs, or Ojos del Aguila, twenty miles west of Van Hom's
Wells and thirty-one miles from the Rio Grande, was another major station on
the San Antonio-El Paso Road. The spring on the northeast side of the Eagle
Mountains consisted of a deep well that was fed by a subterranean stream.
Conkling and Conkling, Butterfield Overland Stage, 2: 36-37.
74. Dunn's Cutoff bypassed Van Hom's Wells by using a route that
coursed through the Sierra Vieja and Van Hom Mountains and that joined the
main San Antonio-El Paso Road east of Eagle Springs. The cutoff was probably named for D. O. Dunny, wagonmaster for the Seventh Regiment who was
taken prisoner at Santa Fe on 20 April 1862, sent to Camp Douglas Illinois,
and later exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Jerry Thompson, ed., Westward
the Texans, 76; Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 222.
.
75. Mirabili dictu is Latin for "wonderful to tell."
76. The San Antonio-El Paso Road struck the Rio Grande at a stage station one mile below Fort Quitman. The station has frequently been misidentified by historians as Birchville.
77. Fort Quitman, one of the most forlorn posts in the Trans-Mississippi
West, was located west of the Quitman Mountains on the east bank of the Rio
Grande about seventy miles downriver from El Paso. The post had been evacuated by the Federals under Lt. Zenas R. Bliss on 5 April 1861.
78. Rice's Stage Station was a few miles upriver from Fort Quitman.
79. Smith's Rancho, another stage station, was upriver from Fort
Quitman. It was named after William T. "Uncle Billy" Smith, a Kentuckian
who was one of the early' settlers of El Paso (Franklin). Smith's Rancho near
Fort Quitman is not to be.confused with Smith's Rancho at El Paso which was
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also known in the early 1850s as the Ponce Ranch or Coons's Ranch. Rex W.
Strickland, Six Who Came to EI Paso: Pioneers ofthe 1840's (El Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1963),8-10.
80. Dr. Edward N. Covey, medical director and purveyor for the Army of
New Mexico, had been appointed on 9 July 1861. At one time Covey was in
charge of the Confederate hospitals at Socorro, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe.
After being taken prisoner, paroled, and exchanged, Dr. Covey returned to the
Confederate cause for the remainder of the war. He died in September 1867.
Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 46-47.
81. At the time, San Elizario was the county seat ofEI Paso County and the
largest community on the United States side of the river. The town was founded
in 1772, when the San Elizario Presidio was moved from near present-day
Ciudad Juarez. Rick Hendricks and W. H. Timmons, San Elizario: Spanish
Presidio to Texas County Seat (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1998),23-45.
82. Socorro, Texas, named for the Piro Indian settlement of Nuestra
Senora de la Concepcion del Socorro, is five miles upriver from San Elizario.
83. Three miles upriver from Socorro, Texas, Corpus Christi de la Ysleta
was founded by Franciscan priests in 1682 for the Tigua Indians, who were
refugees from the Pueblo Rebellion in New Mexico. Ysleta is generally considered to be the oldest permanent settlement in Texas.
84. Fort Bliss was originally established at Smith's Rancho but was
moved to Magoffinsville in 1854. It was there that Lieutenant Colonel Baylor
and later Brigadier General Sibley established their headquarters. The fort was
burned when the Rebels retreated eastward in August 1862. Leon C. Metz,
Fort Bliss, An Illustrated History (El Paso: MariganBooks, 1981).
85. Located eighty-five miles south of Fort Craig and fifty-one miles
north of Fort Fillmore near the village of Santa Barbara, New Mexico, Fort
Thorn had been established in December 1853 on the west bank of the Rio
Grande to guard the El Paso-Santa Fe Road. Because of the post's unhealthy
location, it was abandoned in March 1859, with the public property transferred
to Fort Fillmore. Fort Thorn became Sibley's temporary headquarters and rendezvous for his movement against Federal forces at Fort Craig.
86. On 1August 1861, at Mesilla, Lt. Col. John R. Baylor issued a proclamation that created the Confederate Territory of Arizona consisting of that
area of New Mexico south of 34 0 north latitude. Two weeks later, he redrew
the line at 360 30' north latitude. Thompson, Colonel John R, Baylor, 45.
87. Possibly Mark M, Mallard, age sixteen, a private in Capt. Peter
Hardeman's Company A of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles.
88. Six miles south of Mesilla on the east bank of the Rio Grande,Fort
Fillmore had been established on 23 September 1851. Constructed from an
estimated five hundred thousand adobes, the post helped to guard the Mesilla
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Valley and a portion of the road that stretched west through the heart of
Apacheria to Tucson.
89. With a population of3,091 in 1860, Mesilla was the largest settlement
between San Antonio and San Diego. ·Founded on the west bank of the Rio
Grande by settlers from EI Paso del Norte, the village was named for its location on a small tableland that rises above the banks of the river. In 1861,
Mesilla boasted of a weekly newspaper, several large mercantile firms, and a
host of saloons and gambling dens. Surprisingly, a definitive study of the historic community has yet to be written.
90. Across the river from Mesilla and downriver from Dona Ana, Las
Cruces was the second largest settlement (population 807) in the Mesilla
Valley. Versions 'of exactly how the community came to be named vary,
although all agree that at some point wooden crosses were erected for the victims of an Apache attack near the settlement. Although soldiers had been stationed in the town as early as 1850, the community was plagued by Indian
raids. In 1853 the county seat was moved to the community from Dona Ana.
Nona Barrick and Mary Taylor~ The Mesilla Guard, 1851-6j (EI Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1976),5-7.
91. The grant known as EI Ancon de Dona Ana, resting on the east bank
of the Rio Grande some five miles north of Las Cruces, had been given to Don
Jose Maria Costales and 116 colonists by the governor of Chihuahua in 1839..
When Dona Ana County was created from the southern part of Socorro County
in January 1852, Dona Ana became the county seat. In 1860 the community
had a population of 687. When Lieutenant Colonel Baylor occupied the
Mesilla Valley in the summer of 1861, he established a forward base and eventually a hospital in the village. T. M. Pearce, ed., New Mexico Place Names, A
Geographical Dictionary (1965; reprint, Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1975),48; 8th Census (1860), Dona Ana County, New Mexico
Territory, National Archives, Washington, D.C., microset 653, roll 712.
92. The San Diego Crossing was a few miles upriver from DonaAna near
Robledo at the southern end of the Jornada del Muerto, or just upriver from
where the Union Army would construct Fort Selden in May 1865.
93. Hunter is referring to the higher peaks of the Black Range some thirty-five miles to the west. These include Reed's (10,Ql5 ft.), Hillsboro (10,011
ft.), and Diamond (9,850 ft.).
.
94. Fort Craig was established on the west bank of the Rio Grande on 1 April
1854, replacing a dilapidated Fort Conrad nine miles to the north. Strategically
located near the north end of the Jornada del Muerto, the fort provided protection
from raiding Apaches and Navajos, and guarded the Jornada and the Old Camino
Real along the river. Marion C. Grinstead, Life and Death ofa Frontier Fort:
Fort Craig, New Mexico, 1854-1885 (Socorro: Socorro County Historical
Society, 1973).
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95. Kentucky-born James Wiley Magoffm was a successful Santa FeChihuahua trader appointed special agent to Brig. Gen. Stephen W. Kearny
during the Mexican-American War. After the war, Magoffin established a settlement, Magoffinsville, on the north bank of the river. Besides Magoffin's
home, the small village included warehouses, stores, and other buildings, all
protected by a substantial adobe wall. W. H. Timmons, James Wiley Magoffin:
Don &mtiago-EI Paso Pioneer (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1999).
96. The village of Canada Alamosa, twenty miles downriver from Fort
Craig at the confluence of the Alamosa River and the Rio Grande, is today
beneath Elephant Butte Reservoir. A skirmish between Confederates and
Federals occurred at the village on 25 - 26 September 1861. See Bethel
Coopwood to John R. Baylor, 29 September 1861, John R. Baylor to Assistant
Adjutant General, 6 October, 1861, and John H. Minks to E. R. S. Canby, 29
September 1861, in The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols. (Washington: G. P.
0., 1889), ser. 1, vol. 4, 31-32 (Subsequent citations of these records, all from
ser. 1, will hereafter be referred to as OR. and by volume and page). Mesilla
Times, 1 January 1862.
97. The "seven gamblers" came to comprise part of a company of brigands, known as the "Santa Fe Gamblers," in the Confederate Army of New
Mexico. They were said to have been an "unruly and rowdy lot," many of
whom were "desperate characters and all of whom made themselves notorious
for the free and easy manner in which they appropriated the property of others
to their use." Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 373~76.
98. Renowned scout and Indian fighter, Col. Christopher "Kit" Carson
ably commanded the First New Mexico Volunteers. Later in the war, Carson
was credited with subduing the Navajos and Mescalero Apaches. He was
breveted a brigadier general and died at Fort Lyon near Boggsville, Colorado,
on 23 May 1868. The New Encyclopedia of the American West, s.v. "Kit
Carson." (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), 167.
99. Virginia-born Tom Green immigrated to Texas in 1835 and helped to
man the famous "Twin Sisters" (artillery pieces) as a private at the Battle of San
Jacinto. He fought Comanches and served as a lieutenant colonel in the Army
of the Republic of Texas. After the New Mexico campaign, Green commanded
the Sibley Brigade during the Battle of Galveston on 1 January 1863. Promoted
to brigadier general on 20 May 1863, he led the brigade at Sabine Cross Roads
and at Pleasant Hill. He was decapitated while leading a drunken and suicidal
attack on Federal gunboats at Blair's Landing, Louisiana, on 12 April 1864.
Faulk, General Tom Green, 33-68; Alwyn Barr, 'Tom Green: The Forest ofthe
Trans Mississippi," Lincoln Herald, 88, no. 2: 39-42.
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100. D. H. Fitzhugh, at twenty-three, was a private in Hunter's Company
1 of the Seventh Regiment. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 277.
101. First Lt. Thomas Peck Ochiltree, age twenty-one, served as acting
assistant adjutant general in the Army ofNew Mexico. Ochiltree left Albuquerque
in April 1862; bearing dispatches to Richmond. He later served on the staff of
Maj. Gen. James Longstreet in the Army of Northern Virginia and was captured
near Appomattox four days before Gen. Robert E. Lee's surrender. After the war
he became a Texas legislator, politician, promoter, and newspaperman. New
Handbook ofTexas, s.v. "Thomas Peck Ochiltree."
102. John Schuyler Sutton served in a frontier regiment in the Army of the
Republic of Texas and participated in the ill-fated Texan Santa Fe Expedition
in 1841. He fought in the Mexican-American War with both Brig. Gen.
Zachary Taylor and Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott in a regiment of Texas Mounted
Rifles. In 1861 he became lieutenant colonel of the Seventh Regiment. At
Valverde his leg was shattered with grapeshot in the charge on McRqe's
Battery. When a surgeon informed him that his life would be saved if the leg
were amputated, Sutton· replied that he did' "not intend to hobble around the
balance of his days on one leg." He died the following day. Sutton County on
the edge ofthe Edwards Plateau in southwestern Texas honors his memory. New
Handbook of Texas, s.v. "John Schuyler Sutton"; Frazier, Blood and Treasure,
175,180.
Capt. Trevanion Theodore Teel commanded Light Company B of the First
Regiment of Artillery, which was recruited from Bexar County. The company
arrived at Fort Bliss in July 1861 and went on to fight at Mesilla, Valverde,
Apache Canyon, and Peralta. As part of Col. William Steele's rear guard, the
company was one of the last to abandon the Mesilla Valley. Teel, who had
fought in the Mexican-American War and was twice wounded at Buena Vista,
was slightly wounded at Valverde. While practicing law in EI Paso in 1889,
Teel returned to Albuquerque to locate the six mountain howitzers that had
been buried there under his supervision twenty-seven years earlier. Hall,
Confederate Army of New Mexico, 335-36; Howard Bryan, "The Man Who
Buried the Cannons," New Mexico Magazine 40 (January 1962): 13-14;
Conrey Bryson, Down Went McGinty: El Paso in the Wonderful Nineties (El
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1977),51-56.
103. Capt. James W. Gardner commanded the Anderson County
Buckhunters from Dr. Hunter's hometown of Palestine. Gardner was a slave
owner and farmer who lived near Parkersville. Wounded at Valverde, he
became ill and was left at the hospital in Socorro. He was taken prisoner and
brought to Fort Craig, where he died on 28 June 1862. Hall, Confederate Army
ofNew Mexico, 275-76.
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104. During most of the New Mexico campaign, the Fourth, Fifth, and
Seventh Regiments of the Sibley Brigade were referred to by many of the
Texans as the First, Second, and Third regiments, respectively.
105. Major Henry W. Raguet, age thirty-five, of the Fourth Texas
Regiment was shot in the leg at Valverde and killed while commanding the
regiment at Glorieta. Raguet was buried in Santa Fe, but his remains were later
taken by his family and reinterred in Nacogdoches. Alberts, The Battle of
Glorieta, 154.
106. Samuel A. Lockridge recruited and led more than five hundred
Texans in William Walker's 1856 Nicaraguan filibuster. Seriously wounded,
he returned to New Orleans to convalesce. In 1859, Lockridge was in the
Crescent City and later in San Antonio promoting a filibustering expedition to
Arizona, possibly to invade Sonora. He was active in the Cortina War on the
Texas border in 1859-1860. Prior to his death at Valverde, Lockridge told his
men he would "make his wife a shimmy" from the Federal banner waving over
Fort Craig. Hall, Sibley 50 New Mexico Campaign, 99 -1 01; San Antonio Daily
Herald, 6 May 1859, quoting the New Orleans Bee, n.d.; New Orleans Daily
Picayune, 7 January 1860.
107. William C. Wiggins, a second lieutenant in Company F of the
Seventh Regiment (New Salem Invincib1es from Rusk County), was wounded
in the leg at Valverde and left in the Socorro Hospital. He was later transferred
to the Albuquerque Hospital, taken prisoner, and exchanged on 6 June 1862.
North Carolina-born Reddin Smith Pridgen, thirty-seven years old, was a
farmer and slave owner from Houston County. A Mexican-American War veteran, he commanded Company H of the Fifth Regiment at Valverde and at
Peralta. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 255-56, 291-92.
108. Rebel casualties amounted to 36 killed, 150 wounded, and 1 missing, roughly ten percent of those engaged. Forty-three of the wounded later
died. Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 180. Hunter's entry for the Battle of
Valverde appears to have been written after the fact.
109. Union casualties amounted to 100 killed and 160 wounded. Taylor,
Bloody Valverde, 124.
110. Due to a shortage of horses and mules as well as wagons and ambulances, however, many of the wounded from Valverde were carried in litters,
which were cut up from tents, and carried to Socorro on foot. Thompson,
Confederate General ofthe West, 272.
Ill. Robert H. Stapleton, a colonel in the New Mexico Territorial Militia,
owned a ranch and store at the village of Valverde upriver from Valverde Ford.
It was estimated that the Texans took three thousand dollars worth of goods
from Stapleton's store. After the campaign, Sibley was accused, probably
falsely, of appropriating items from the store for his personal use. Jennie
Fortune, interview with editor, Socorro, New Mexico, 2 September 1974;
Thompson, Confederate General of the West, 312.
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112. For a brief history of Socorro during the Civil War, see Jerry
Thompson, "'Gloom Over Our Fair Land': Socorro County During the Civil
War," New Mexico Historical Review 73 (April 1998): 99-119.
113. Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, 1839 West Point graduate and
Mexican War veteran, had a reputation in the frontier anny for honesty and
frankness. He had assumed command of the Department of New Mexico in
June 1861 and left New Mexico in September 1862 eventually to command the
Division of West Mississippi. The widely held belief in both the Federal and
Confederate armies that Canby and Sibley were brothers-in-law was false.
Heyman, Prudent Soldier, 376-77.
114. Thomas Garrison, age forty-three, was a corporal in Capt. James
Frederick Wiggins's Company F of the Seventh Regiment. Hall, Confederate
Army ofNew Mexico, 257.
115. Like Garrison, A. W. Prather, age twenty-four, was a corporal in Company Fofthe Seventh Regiment. Ibid., 256.
116.Pvt. James Harris, age twenty-seven, Company F of the Seventh Regiment, died of pneumonia. Ibid., 258.
117. Hunter is making reference to abolitionists. Like many other southerners, Hunter mistakenly used the word synonymously with Unionists.
118. Jeff Davis cannot be identified with certainty.
119. John M. Shaw, New York-born and thirty-eight years old, is listed
on the 1860 Socorro County census along with his Vermont-born wife
Henrietta, and their five children. Reverend Shaw is listed with real estate of
$2,000 and personal property of $1,500. 8th Census (1860), Socorro County,
New Mexico Territory, NA, Washington, D.C., microset 653, roll 714.
120.. Born at Piatt's Landing, Kentucky, on 9 November 1817, Canby
would have been forty-four at the time. Heyman, Prudent G~neral, 16.
121. English-born James Walker, a physician from Hallettsville, recruited
Company D of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles from Lavaca County. Leaving
twenty-three of his men at Fort Davis, Captain Walker continued to Mesilla,
arriving in August 1861 shortly after the surrender of the Fort Fillmore garrison. A portion of Company D fought at Valverde, Albuquerque, and Peralta.
George Wythe Baylor, Into the Far Wild Country: True Tales of the Old
Southwest, ed. Jerry Thompson (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1996),201.
122. Cook's Spring, south of Blue Canyon, is two miles southwest of
Socorro and two and one-half miles southeast from the summit of Socorro
Mountain. Indeed, several mines were later established in the near vicinity of
the spring.
123. New Mexico Indians perhaps sensed the vulnerability of the
Hispanic population of the territory. Raids into the central Rio Grande Valley
by Navajos, Mescalero Apaches, and Mimbres Apaches intensified in 1861
and lasted well into 1863. Thompson, "Gloom Over Our Fair Land," 106-7.
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124. Union casualties at the Battle of Glorieta were approximately 48
killed and mortally wounded, 70 wounded, and 21 captured. Confederate casualties were 48 killed and mortally wounded, 60 wounded, and 25 captured,
induding those in Apache Canyon. Alberts, Battle of Glorieta, 138-39.
125. In an attempt to join Confederate forces in the northern part of the
territory, while at the same time bypassing Fort Craig, Capt. Bethel Coopwood
led his San Elizario Spy Company through the foothills of the San Mateo and
Magdalena mountains before reaching the Rio Salado and the Rio Grande. H.
H. Sibley to S. Cooper, 4 May 1862, OR., vol. 9, 511.
126. Pvt. A. D. Elam, age twenty-five, Company I of the Fourth
Regiment, was left at the Socorro Hospital and taken prisoner. He was paroled
at Fort Craig on 23 April 1862. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 116.
127. Pvt. Achilles B. Donaldson, age twenty-six and a member of Capt.
Willis L. Lang's company of lancers (Co. B of the Fifth Regiment), was left at
the Socorro Hospital as an attendant. He was later taken prisoner at
Albuquerque, sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois, and, on 22 September 1862,
exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Ibid., 153.
128. Dr. L. M. Taylor was the assistant surgeon for the Fourth Regiment.
He was initially in charge of the Socorro Hospital but later transferred to the
Albuquerque and Santa Fe hospitals. After taken prisoner, he was paroled and
sent to Texas on 19 August 1862. Ibid., 57.
129. Irish-born Maj. Alexander Melvorne Jackson, thirty-eight years old
and assistant adjutant general in the Army of New Mexico, was a MexicanAmerican War veteran whom Pres. James Buchanan appointed in 1857 as secretary of New Mexico Territory, a position Jackson held for four years. Before
leaving New Mexico in April 1861, Jackson urged the infant Confederacy to
demand control of New Mexico "without the slightest delay." Jackson to
Orlando Davis, 17 February 1861, Pickett Papers, Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C.; David Remley, ed., Adios Nuevo Mexico: The Santa Fe
Journal ofJohn Watts in 1859 (Las Cruces: Yucca Tree Press, 1999),21-22.
130. Eighteen-year-old John J. Word, a private in Company I of the
Seventh Regiment, was the brother of Jettie Word and Hunter's future brotherin-law.
131. One day after Capt. Bethel Coopwood's skirmish with Federal forces
at the village of Canada Alamosa on 25-26 September 1861, Coopwood went
into camp in a cottonwood grove on the banks of the Rio Grande (identified
only as E Company Grove) and was attacked by a force of 101 Federals from
Fort Craig commanded by Capt. Robert M. Morris. In a fierce firefight, many
of the besieged Confederates were forced to shoot their wounded horses for
breastworks. Although concealed behind the dead animals and several cottonwood logs, Coopwood lost two men killed and eight wounded, while Captain
Morris had three men wounded. Both forces retreated following the fight.

602

OCTOBER 2000

THOMPSON

Morris to H. R. Selden, 29 September 1861, OR., vol. 4, 31-32; Coopwood to
John R. Baylor, 29 September 1861, OR., vol. 4, 32; Merrick, Desert to
Bayou, 31,112.
132. Pvt. L. G. Aspley, age thirty-five, and Pvt. John D. Robinson, age
twenty-eight, were both from Company I of the Seventh Regiment. Second
Corp. William 1. Chaffin, age thirty-two, was from Company H of the Fifth
Regiment. All had been left at the Socorro hospital as assistants to Dr. Hunter
following the Battle of Valverde, were taken prisoner, and, on 23 April 1862,
paroied at Fort Craig. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 192,275.
133. The map is not in the Hunter Papers.
134. The lines are from Irish poet and clergyman Charles Wolfe's "The
Burial of Sir John Moore." One of the best-known funeral elegies, it was written to commemorate the British c.ommander at the Battle of La Corona during
the Peninsular War. The last line actually reads, "O'er the grave where our hero
we buried."
135. Ossian, commonly Oisin, was a legendary Gaelic warrior and bard.
136. The list is not in the Hunter Papers.
137. Isa. 42:6 AY. "I the Lord have called thee in justice, and taken thee
by the hand, and preserved thee. And I have given thee for a covenant of the·
people, for a light ofthe Gentiles." Isa. 42: 13 AY. "The Lord shall go forth and
as a mighty man, as a man of war shall he stir up zeal: he shall shout and cry:
he shall prevail against his enemies."
.
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